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Media Release

Australian cricketers join the Turkish and Australian Ambassador to commemorate the ANZACs
Members of the Australian cricket team made a surprise visit to Aussies Abroad’s ANZAC Sunset Service.  They joined the Turkish Ambassador, HE Haki Aqil, and the Australian Ambassador, HE Jeremy Bruer, and Aussie Abroad members and friends commemorate ANZAC Day.  ANZAC stands for Australian and New Zealand Army Corps, whose soldiers were known as ANZACs.  
The Remembrance Day service is held annually on the 25th April to mark the anniversary of those Australian, New Zealand and Turkish men and women who fought and died in war and to reflect on the many different meanings of war.  The service included the playing of the Last Post, a moving piece to signify those that were remembered.  Wreaths were laid by both Ambassadors as well as members of the Australian and New Zealander community to honour all who served and died for their nation in the ANZAC tradition. 
Over 300 people, including the members of the Australian cricket team, attended the service held at The Club, Meena Sadiyat.  It followed a special dawn service held by the Australian Embassy, where over 500 were in attendance at the residence of the Australian Ambassador, HE Jeremy Bruer.
President of Aussies Abroad, Mohanned Hourani, said “Commemorating the ANZACs is an important annual event for all Australian, New Zealand and Turkish nationals.  We were particularly delighted to have members and officials of the Australian cricket team who enquired about our service in Abu Dhabi, and came along and joined us in this special event.  It was truly inspiring that they took time out of their schedule to honour and acknowledge those who fought for and died for their country.”

“Having the Turkish and Australian Ambassadors, the cricket team and their officials attend the service to pay their respects and acknowledge the importance of the day, I think, really moved us all.  It seems no matter in which country Australian, New Zealand and Turkish nationals live, the importance of ANZAC and paying our respects is not lost.”

Both the Australian and Turkish Ambassadors reflected on the special significance and meaning ANZAC has to all Australian, New Zealander and Turkish peoples.  The New Zealand Ambassador was unable to attend the Abu Dhabi service but was represented by members of the New Zealand community.
The service and wreath laying concluded with the playing of respective national anthems.

End
ANZAC Day

Link to Australian Government website re the event:  http://www.anzacsite.gov.au/ 
About Aussies Abroad
Aussies Abroad, a not-for-profit Abu Dhabi–based community organisation committed to the promotion of Australian culture in the UAE.  Initiated some five years ago Aussies Abroad has a strong member and network base and works closely with other Australian groups such as the Abu Dhabi based Australian Business Group (AusBG).  
It aims to provide its members and their friends with social and recreational opportunities to forge and strengthen bonds within the community and to enhance interaction within the culturally diversified UAE community.  
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