
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Salam, G’day…  
Making friends all the way 

As the sun dipped towards the horizon on 25 
April 2008, 300 Australians and New 
Zealanders and their families gathered on the 
beach of the “The Club” in commemoration 
of Anzac Day. 

Aussies-Abroad was privileged to have the 
Australian Governor-General, H.E. Major 
General Michael Jeffery AC, CVO, MC 
(Retd) and H.E. Mrs Marlena Jeffery present 
at the ceremony.  

The Governor-General delivered the eulogy 
and later he and Mrs Jeffery laid a wreath on 
behalf of the Australian people.  Earlier in 
the day, the Governor-General attended a 
Dawn Service in Afghanistan with our 
serving troops. (continued page 3) 

Two significant events have kept the 
Aussies-Abroad Committee busy over the 
past month or so.  It was with great pleasure 
that we hosted the ANZAC Evening Service 
at “The Club” following the Australian 
Embassy led Dawn Service. 

We were especially privileged to have the 
Governor General and Mrs Jeffery attended
our service.  We were indeed honoured that 
he took time from his schedule to attend. 

The other event that has particularly 
occupied our minds is the Inaugural 
Australian Ball, which will be held on 6th

June 2008 at the Hilton Hotel, Abu Dhabi, 
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with over 500 in attendance.  Our Patron, the 
Australian Ambassador, Jeremy Bruer, will 
also attend. 

We have secured generous support from a 
range of excellent sponsors, and we thank 
them, this will no doubt make the event even 
more enjoyable.  As Aussies Abroad is a not-
for-profit organization, proceeds from the 
ball will go to Medicins Sans Frontieres. 

This month you will also note that we have a 
new monthly Newsletter with a range of new 
features.  We are looking for any feedback 
you can provide about its relevance, style, 
topics and any suggestion for improvements. 

Special Interest Articles: 

 
• New ‘monthly’ newsletter 
 
• Anzac day service in AD 
 
• AFL in Abu Dhabi 
 
• The Gallipoli Houses 
 
• Australian Embassy news 
 
• Public notices & announcements 
 
• Inaugural Australian Ball 
 
• Classified 
 
• New contact details 
 
• AusBg Socceroos Business 

Luncheon invitation (see p2) 
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President’s Message  
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The Abu Dhabi Falcons – the newly formed 
AFL Club here in Abu Dhabi is looking for 
players and sponsors. Visit the website for 
the Club: http://www.abudhabifalcons.com/  

Training every Monday night 8.00 PM at the 
American International School, Abu Dhabi 
on 29th Street and Airport Road. New 
Players and socialites welcome! 

For more information please contact Mick 
Uberti, Mob: +971 50 9027583. 

 

AFL in Abu Dhabi  
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“The Aussies Abroad is 

a community based 

organisation dedicated 

to the promotion of 

Australian culture in the 

UAE.” 

With the heat of summer encroaching upon 
us, Auskick is now suspended so that we can 
all hibernate! 

We’ve had a very successful start to the 
program with a regular turnout of about 15 
kids at the Helipad park in the middle of Abu 
Dhabi Island. 

Depending on the summer heat, we hope to 
resume in late September/early October.   
When we do resume, it will be all the more 
exciting:  we’ve had the good fortune of 
getting an invite from the American School to 
use their fields arranged by the Abu Dhabi 
Falcons AFL team. 

Auskick 

AusBg - “Socceroos Business Luncheon”  

 

Tuesday, 10 June 2008 

The next Khalifa Ladies Coffee Morning 
with Bazaar will be held on: 

10 June at 10.00am 

Al Ghazal Golf Club 

Dhs 15 for refreshments and cakes. 

It’s a great chance to meet new ladies, have a 
coffee and a chat and browse stalls with 
everything from mosaics, hand-made cards, 
cakes and biscuits to children's clothes.  

Khalifa Ladies Club 

Mike Tod is the organizer of the program in 
Abu Dhabi and he can be contacted by 
writing to Auskick@aussies-abroad.com he 
will add your name to the mailing list of 
upcoming activities.  We look forward to 
establishing a bigger group later in the year.  
Have a great summer.  Stay cool! 

AusBG is the official business group 
representing the Australian business 
community in Abu Dhabi.  Established over 
two years ago with the support of the 
Australian Embassy, AusBG already has over 
190 members. 

For more details about AusBG, email 
office@ausbg.net or visit the website at 
www.ausbg.net.  

AusBg Luncheon invitation 

AusBG Members & Guests are invited to 
attend the: 

 

“Qantas Socceroos Business Luncheon” 

With Guest Speaker, Mr Ben Buckley CEO, 
Football Federation Australia 

Monday 9th June 2008 

Al Thuraya Ballroom, Beach Rotana Hotel 
Abu Dhabi 

Cost: 180AEDd Members & 200AED Guests 

Timing: 1:00pm 

Please RSVP to office@ausbg.net or  
call 050-264 1134 Saturday 7th June. 

Everyone most welcome.  

For more details and if you want to be 
included on the mailing list for future 
Khalifa Ladies Club events, contact Caroline 
on khalifaladies@hotmail.com.  
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The Turkish Charge d'Affaires a.i. read the 
poignant words of Mustafa Jemal Ataturk, the 
founder of the Republic of Turkey and its 
first President: 
 

"Those heroes that shed their blood 
and lost their lives; 

You are now lying in the soil  
of a friendly country. 

Therefore rest in peace. 

There is no difference between the  
Johnnies and the Mehmets to us  

where they lie side by side  
here in this country of ours. 

You, the mothers, 

who sent their sons from far away countries, 
wipe away your tears; 

your sons are now lying in our bosom 
and are in peace. 

After having lost their lives on this land  
they have become our sons as well." 

 
The New Zealand representative read 
Binyon's Ode. The Ode comes from “For the 
Fallen”, a poem by the English poet and 
writer, Laurence Binyon.  It was first 
published in London in The Winnowing Fan: 
Poems of the Great War in 1914. 

Anzac Day Sunset Service in Abu Dhabi (Cont.)  

"The Gallipoli Houses",  the first of its kind 
on the Peninsula, is a small comfortable hotel 
located in the tiny village of Kocadere just 
behind the Anzac sector. Do take a minute to 
have a look at www.gallipoli.com.tr and 
judge for yourself.  

For those really interested in the Gallipoli 
Campaign we have created a virtual tour of 
the Peninsula. It includes the cemeteries and 
memorials –Turkish, CWGC and French and 
German- a number of relics and a section 
with panoramic views to better understand 

The Gallipoli Houses  

 

Aussies-Abroad 
President M. HHourani, 
the Governor General 

and Mrs Jeffrey 

“They shall grow not old,  
as we that are left grow old; 

Age shall not weary them,  
nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun  
and in the morning 

We will remember them.” 

Wreaths were laid by the Governor General
and Mrs Jeffery, the Turkish Charge 
d’affaires a.i. and her husband, and by the 
New Zealand representative. 

As the sun went down, the stirring strains of 
the “Last Post” sounded across the beach and 
during the minutes silence, all present 
reflected on what Anzac Day meant to them -
a chance to pay tribute to relatives and 
strangers who have served our country at war 
and in peace and to remember those who are 
currently in active service around the world. 

In true Australian and New Zealand style, the 
official ceremony was followed by a 
delicious barbecue buffet which everyone 
enjoyed while, at the same time,  getting the 
chance to mingle and celebrate the spirit of 
mateship that the ANZACs so espoused. 

the difficult situation in which the troops had 
to fight here in Gallipoli. 

Contact:  Eric Goossens 

Gelibolu Evleri / The Gallipoli Houses 

Kocadere Köyü 

17900 Eceabat Çanakkale, Turkey  

Tel : +90-286-814 26 50,  

Fax : +90-286-814 16 17  

Email: eric@gallipoli.com.tr  
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Feline Friends need Cat Rescuers, Cat 
Cuddlers and Cat Foster Parents as well as 
homes for a variety of cats and administration 
assistance. 

Training is provided for all volunteer jobs. 

Calling all current and want to be Feline 
Frien ds Volunteers!  

A by-election will be held on 28 June 2008 
for the Division of Gippsland in Victoria. 

Postal voting services will be available 
through the AEC in Australia for Australians 
Overseas who are eligible to vote in this by 
election. 

Anyone seeking further information can 
access AEC’s website at www.aec.gov.au.   

They can also contact the AEC by e-mail at 
Gippsland@aec.gov.au  
or by telephone +613 9285 7111. 

 

Gippsland  By-election  

 

Australian Travel Advice  

 

“ Aussies-Abroad core 

values are Sharing, 

Caring and Cultural 

Understanding” 

The following Travel Advice has changed or 
been added since the last update (6 Mar 2008 
15:08:06 EST): United Arab Emirates or you 
can subscribe to the travel advice mailing list. 

For more information about Feline Friends, 
please visit Feline Friend’s website at 
http://www.felinefriendsuae.com 

Or, send an email to ffabudhabi@yahoo.com
indicating your area of interest and contact 
information or call 050 5822916. 

Please note voting will not be available at the 
Australian Embassy, Abu Dhabi or 
Australian Consulate-General, Dubai. 

“The Australian Embassy 

in Abu Dhabi encourages 

all Australians living or 

travelling overseas to 

register with the 

Department of Foreign 

Affairs and Trade by 

visiting 

www.orao.dfat.gov.au  

“Remember to vote” 
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Thursday, 5 June 2008 from 7.00pm Hemmingway’s at the Hilton, 

Pencil these drinks dates in your diary for the rest of the year: 

3 July 

7 August 

2 October 

6 November 

4 December 

Venues to be advised 

For further details contact Anna Rogan at contact@aussies-abroad.com 

Monthly Aussie Drinks  
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Friday, 20 June 2008 at 7.30pm Venue to be advised 

Pencil these dinner dates into your diary for the rest of the year: 

18 July 

15 August 

19 September 

17 October 

21 November 

19 December 

Venues to be advised 

For further details contact Anna Rogan at contact@aussies-abroad.com  

Monthly Aussies Din ner  

 

“Pencil in the dates for 

the upcoming events.” 

Aussies-Abroad Coffee Mornings are held monthly.  For details about when the next meeting will be 
held contact Louise Jones on contact@aussies-abroad.com 

Monthly Coffee Mornings  

 

With the forthcoming summer around the corner the Aussies-Abroad committee has suspended activities until after 
the summer period. 

Monthly Family Activity  

 

“Remember we’re on the web: 
www.aussies-abroad.com”  
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Exclusive Invitation 

If our track record doesn't get your heart racing, maybe a 60% minimum projected net return 
will. 

Introducing the UAE Property Partnership 

epi International will be holding informative presentations in Abu Dhabi on Monday 2nd June, 
2008.  Join us to find out more about the UAE Property Partnership and to meet the epi 
International team. 

The UAE Property Partnership provides investors with access into the lucrative commercial 
property markets of Abu Dhabi & Dubai.  We are projecting a minimum net return of 20% p.a. 
over a 3 year period and with extensive due diligence complete we are extremely excited about 
the prospects for this partnership. 

Our last UAE based investment projected a 20% net return per annum over 3 years and is 
currently tracking at around 40% + net return per annum. 

epi International offers a unique approach to investing smartly in the UAE property sectors.  
With a principled approach to investing and an incredible track record, epi offers individuals the 
opportunity to invest as partners in commercial projects they might not be able to take advantage 
of alone. 

Please join us on 2nd June to find out more about the UAE Property Partnership. 

We will be in The Club's meeting room located in the main reception area at 8.30am-10.am, 
11am-12.30pm or 4.00pm-5.30pm. 

Refreshments will be served throughout. 

Please email invest@epi-world.com with your name and preferred timing or visit 
http://www.epi-world.com for further details. 

Non-Club members must register in advance. 

Please call Vivienne Swann on 050 240 2327 or email Vivienne@epi-world.com.  We look 
forward to meeting you. 

Advertisement  
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The Aussies-Abroad Committee is proud to 
announce that the following companies have become 
corporate sponsors of Aussies-Abroad. 

�  SMATS 

�  Allied Pickfords 

�  Al Tamimi and Company 

�  Emirates Link Group 

Aussies-Abroad has also secured benefits from the 
following sponsors for members.  Discounts are 
offered to registered Aussies-Abroad members. 

�  DHL (30%) 

�  Cyclone Tours (20%)  

�  Sharanis Spa (10%) 

�  Agatha Jewellery - Al Wahda Mall (10%) 

Aussies -Abroad  Sponsors

 

The Aussies-Abroad Committee is keen 
to improve services and benefits to 
members and is currently considering 
offering the following two services:  

1.  Company appointments/vacancies 
With our newsletter having a broad 
membership base, good circulation
and even broader network, this 
might just be the place to promote 
newly appointed Aussie recruits 
and/or advertise for vacancies and 
find that right person. 

2. Market exchange 
With an ever larger populace of 
Aussies arriving in Abu Dhabi or 
sadly, leaving there appears to be 
an opportunity to provide 
members with a free exchange 
service.  A section where they can 
advertise for either things they 
need to buy or sell. 

The Committee invites feedback on 
these two proposals.  Please contact 
Newsletter Editor, Helen Organ at 
aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com  

For more information about our generous sponsors visit the Aussies-Abroad 

website: http://www.aussies-abroad.com/sponsors.html.  

Sponsorship opportunities are available to interested companies wishing to 

be associated with Aussies-Abroad.  For more information contact the 

Public Relations Officer, Tony Palladino at pr@aussies-abroad.com 

The Aussies-Abroad Inaugural Ball Committee would like to 
thank the following Sponsors (at the time of writing this 
Newsletter) for their support in making the 6th June 2008 
event a success. 

Main sponsors 

�  Etihad airways 

�  Meat and Livestock Australia (MLA) 

�  Leightons 

�  DBI Designs 

�  Paspaley Jewellery 

�  Fosters 

�  Australian Embassy 

Table sponsors 

�  Beach Rotana Hotel and Towers 

�  Beauty Spot 

�  Crown Plaza Chain, Abu Dhabi and Dubai 

�  Emirates Palace, Abu Dhabi 

�  Grand Hyatt Dubai 

�  Hilton Abu Dhabi 

�  HSBC Bank 

�  InterContinental Abu Dhabi 

�  Le Royal Meridien 

�  Reem Jewellery, Abu Dhabi 

�  The Club Abu Dhabi 

�  Trowers and Hamlins 

�  Zen the Spa at Beach Rotana Hotel & Towers Abu Dhabi 

Aussie Ball – Thanks to Sponsors  

 

Member services  

 

http://www.etihadholidays.com/holidays/home.aspx  

http://www.mla.com.au/default.htm  

http://www.dbidesign.com.au/  

http://www.leighton.com.au/link.asp?id=22244  

http://www.damasjewel.com/  

www.uae.embassy.gov.au  

http://www.smats.net/ 

  http://www.emirateslink.com/   
  http://www.alliedpickfords-uae.ae/ 

http://www.tamimi.com/  

http://www.fosters.com.au/enjoy/beer.htm  



 

 

Page 8 of 8 

Monthly Newsletter  Aussies-Abroad  

 
 

Aussies Abroad now has a group 
on Facebook where people can 
join, write on the wall or start 
discussions on the board.  

You need to be a member of 
Facebook to sign up and you will 
need to be a member of the UAE 
network to be able to join the 
Group. 

Are you a financial member of 
Aussies-Abroad?  Chances are that 
if you haven’t received this 
newsletter personally delivered to 
your email address, or you have a 
good Aussies-Abroad member, or 
a friend who has passed it on to 
you to encourage you to join. 

And why not? 

As well as the benefit of receiving 
your own copy of the monthly 
Aussies-Abroad newsletter 
delivered to your PC, you will also 
be entitled to: 

·  generous discounts from 
supporting service providers 

·  invitations to Aussie social 
functions, dinners, drinks and 
family acitivities 

·  Member ID card (can be used 
to receive special discounts) 

·  Members area access on the 
www.Aussies-Abroad.com 
website 

Exclusive opportunities to 
advertise, view company 
appointments/vacancies on offer 

Aussies-Abroad Membership 

Facebook Community Group 

We welcome any of our members to contribute articles 
of general interest to the Aussies-Abroad Newsletter. 

Just send your story to Helen Organ at 
aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com by 21st of each month. 

Newsletter Contributions 

Aussies-Abroad 
PO Box 53796 
Abu Dhabi UAE 
 
President: Mohanned Hourani 
 
Tel:  055 781 5807 
Web: www.aussies-abroad.com 
 
E-Mail : 

aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com  
 
 

Salam, G’day… 
Making friends  

all the way 

Advertising opportunities 
If your company would like to 
advertise with Aussies-Abroad , 
there are a range of options on 
offer.  Please contact Public 
Relations Officer, Tony Palladino 
for more information and details 
mailto:pr@aussies-abroad.com  

 

Note – about our Newsletter 
Please feel free to circulate our 
Newsletter to all your friends and 
colleagues. 

 
Aussies-Abroad regrets that it cannot accept liability 
for error or omissions contained in this publication, 
however caused.  The opinions and views contained 
in this publication are not necessarily those of 
Aussies-Abroad or the editor(s) of this Newsletter. 

and contribute to the exchange 
section.  See details for these items 
under “Public Announcements”. 

To join up, you can access the 
membership form on-line or speak 
to any of the committee members.  

Membership fees are as follows: 

·  Individuals’ fee: Dhs75 per 
person  

·  Families’ fee: Dhs100 per 
family 

Please Note: Membership cards 
can be collected at all Aussies-
Abroad functions.  Just ask for 
Eddy either at a bar night, a dinner
function or at the coffee mornings, 
the cards are always available for 
collection at these functions. 

If you are a financial member but 
are not getting the newsletter 
please contact Eddie at
mailto:treasurer@aussies-
abroad.com with your preferred or 
updated email address. 

As we are a not-for-profit 
organisation any money left in our 
bank accounts at the end of the 
year above our operating costs will 
be donated to a selected charity. 

Join up to see some of the photos 
from various events, meet up with 
other Aussies on-line and generally 
keep in the loop with what is 
happening.  

The weblink is: 
http://www.facebook.com/group.p
hp?gid=2380562935  

Inside  
Aussies-Abroad 

http://www.aussies-abroad.com/docs/app_form.pdf  
http://www.aussies-
abroad.com/contact.html  


