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Message from the editor

Welcome to our September newsletter and the very special month of
Ramadan.

And what better way of acknowledgingtiitan to dedicate this
SRAGAZ2YQa aLISOALFE AyGaSNBai
for both seasoned epats and newcomers informiain we
hope you will find both interesting and helpful. Timenthly
dinner has also been arranged to fit in with participating in
wlkEYFRFEY FTYR 6S K2LIS @&2dzQf f
in.

lfaz2 Ay (GKAA Y2yGKQa SRAGAZ2YZI 6SQ@¢
coming up on the calendar. For starters, what spéri@ @A y 3 | dzad & A S
aboutthe AFL Grand Findly R g KI G o0SGGSNI gl & G2 (
behind the kickoff, than to come along to a special brekky. In order to get an i
2F ydzYoSNE FT2NJ OFGSNRyYy3I LidzN1J2asSa o¢
find out mae, see the section dipcoming eventbelow.

S

Given the huge success of the Inaugural Australian Ball held here in Abu Dhal
Wdzy' S ¢ S Q MiBnerldéntelatgr Anytha yedr to coincide with early

/| KNRA&GYFa OSt So NI (A 2 ytkisBtage asSouklbsiE (i ¢
AbroadCommittee is still in deep discussions that go well into the night about

where, when and how many and how much. Suffice to say, though, it will be

exciting, fun, a chance to show off your finery and dance the night away

52y Qi FT2NEHSO (2 I Puble NdideSand AnouzdemeatzNJ
we keep you up to date on issues that affect all Aussies living away from hom

And if you are dimmy Barnegan, hewill be playing at Festal City on Saturday
18 October.Ticketsare available from Time Out Ticket SalBsit be quick!

And finally, just a friendly reminder th&tussiesAbroadmembers who wish to
continue as members, entitling them to personally receive the monthly newsle
discounts and personal invitans to our functions, yourenewal feeis now due.
For more information, check otlember Servicefor what you need to do.

{2 ¢S K2LIS @e2dz Syaz2e (KAa Y2yikKQa 7
Abu Dhabi.

Ifﬁ’liiii’l’ﬁ’l’

Cheers

Helen Organ
AussiesAbroad Newsletter Editor
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Public Notices and Announcements

Australian Travel Advice and Embassy News

Western Australia State General Election

A state general election will be held in Western Australia on Saturday 6 September 2008 For
further details, go to the Western Australian Electoral Commission website at
http://www.waec.wa.gov.au. Note that should you wish to vote, the WA Electoral Commission has
set up a voting venue in Dubai at Middle East International Trade and Investment Office, Office
106 1st Floor, Emarat Atrium Building, Telephone: 0011 971 4 343 3226 and Fax: 0011 971 4 343
3238

New South Walesand South Australia by-elections

Electors enrolled in the divisions of Lyne, New South Wales and Mayo, South Australia are
advised by-elections for these divisions will be held on Saturday 6 September 2008Viore
information on the by-elections for Lyne and Mayo is available on the Australia Electoral
Co mmi s svabsiteratthtp://www.aec.gov.au/.

ACT Legislative Assembly Election

The ACT Legislative Assembly Election will be held on Saturday 18 October 2008Electors
enrolled in the ACT who will be overseas at the time of the election or who will have left Australia
by 29 September can apply for a postal vote, although time limits apply. Further information on
the ACT Legislative Assembly Election and details of action to take to vote can be found on the
Elections ACT www.elections.act.gov.au.

You are advised to check out full details on all of the above at http://smartraveller.qgov.au.

2 AFL in Abu Dhabi

- w F) ”/
h The Abu Dhabi Falcons i the AFL club here in Abu
Dhabi is looking for players and sponsors. Visit the
Austeens website for the Club at
Hi to all Aussie teenagers in Abu http://wvx_/w.abudhabifa!cons.corr_]/. For more
Dhabi information, contact Mick Uberti at
mickuberti@abudhabifalcons.com or
mobile: +971 50 9027583.

Have you noticed there is a Iways
plenty to do and plenty of events
organised if you are a little kid or an AusBG

adult. But what aboutthe AusBG is the official business group representing the
teenagers??? | f youdre a Aystralian business community in Abu Dhabi. Established

that likes to participate in paint ball over two years ago, with the support of the Australian
skirmish, desert safaris, the movies, Embassy, AusBG has over 190 members. For more details
skating and much more with other about AusBG, email office@ausbgnet or visit the website
tee nagers, we want to hear from you. at www.ausbg.net.

Please drop Kim an email at Auskick

kimfenkart@yahoo.com i f you?®
interested in joining regular  events

Please note that Auskick is now suspended for the summer.

for teenagers. We would loveto October. Contact Mike Tod in Abu Dhabi at
hear your suggestions and get things  Auskick@aussies-abroad.com if you want your name to be
going. added to the mailing list of upcoming activities.

Page 2 of 2

Depending on the summer heat, we hope to resume in early

AThe Austra
in Abu Dhabiencourags
all Australiars living or
travelling overseas to
register with the
Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade by
visiting
www.orao.dfat.gov.au

ATheAussiesAbroadis
a community based
organisation dedicate(
to the promotion of
Australian culture in th
UAE. 0
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Ramadan - All you ever wanted to know ... or almost.

As all of us staying in Abu Dfian September are about to experience Ramasdamether for the first time, as a
seasoned epat, a Muslim or notMuslim¢K SNBE Q& a2YS Ay F2NXI (GA2Yy &2dz Y

When is it?

There appears to be some confusion in the papers lately about when Rgfmadag KA OK £ A (i S NI f
KSIiX aO02NOKSR 3INRdzyRZ | yR aK2NIlySaa 2 farywelidblke soyrée
Ramadan in 2008 will start on MonddySeptembeand will continue for 30 days until Tuesday, 30 Seyier.
But it all depends on the sighting of thew moon and the official announcement will not be made until the da
before.

b2¢g KSNBQA |y AvyidSNDB aRmhadah cariménted on the daRe dagofizhe]lsiashio calér
354-daylunar calendar) every year? The date on the Gregorian calendar varies from year to year, since the
Gregorian calendar (365 days) is a solar calendar. This difference means Ramadan is approximately 11 d
in the Gregorian calendar every year.

Does the month of Ramadan commemorate anything?
In simple terms, the month of Ramadan is when the first verses of the Quran were revealed, with the entire
being revealed over a period of about 23 years, starting in 610 CE and ending in 632 CE.

What happers during Ramadan and does everyone participate?

During RamadammostMuslims all over the world abstain from food, drink and other physical needs during t
daylight hours Nursing or pegnant women, the aged, the sick, children less than 12 years oéaddravellers or
long journeysare exempt, althoughursing and pregnant women, the sick and long distance travellers are
expected to make up the missed days at a later stage.

As well as fasting, Muslims are called upon to use this month-evatuatetheir lives in light of Islamic guidance
They are to make peace with those who have wronged them, strengthen ties with family and friends, and g
bad habits such as smoking.

In addition, Muslims are encouraged to read the entire Qur'an. Evght of the month, Muslimsre torecite
1/30Guzd 2F GKS vdzNRIFyYy WD dZ3K28 00808 D2 LINKESRY & 27
have been completed.

Since it is a festival of giving and sharing, Muslims prepare specialdnddziy gifts for their family and friends.
They also give to the poor and neg@aka) which mayinvolve buying new clothes, shoes and other items of
need. There is also a social aspect invoiixg preparing of special foods and inviting people fue iftar meal
60KS YSIt G2 oNBI]1 GKS Frado GKIGQa KStR SOSNE

So you can see that Ramadan is a time when Muslims are to slow down from worldly affairs and focus on ¢
reformation, spiritual cleansing and enlightenment, establishitiglabetween God Almighty and themselves br
prayer, supplication, charity, good deeds, kindness and helping others.

What happens at the end of Ramadan?

The Islamic holiday did utFitr (the Festival of Breaking the Fast) marks the end of the fastirigghe
approximately 30 days from the commencement of Ramadan. At this time, there are special celebrations.
donated to the poor, everyone wears their best clothes, communal prayers are held in the early morning, fc
by feasting and visitingelatives and friends.

What does this mean for me living in Abu Dhabi?

Expat nonMuslims are also expected to observe Ramadan by fasting, or at least not publicly displaying the
consumption of food or drink. Then after sunsetpaxs are free to jai in the nightly feasts that may, in some
cases,dst all night and run fronftar i 2 & dzKdzNJ 6 Y2 Ny Ay3 YSIE0 GF1S8Sy o685
encouraged to join in th&id ulFitr. Expats will find that restaurants and hotel bars are closed dutfiregdaylight
hours, reopening after sunsetAs at other times, wmenand menare expected to dress modestljust a word or
two of caution: Particular care needs to be taken on the roads from about 2.00pm as Muslims ahdustims
alike rush home aftea day of not eating or drinking to rest before participating in lftte@ meal laterafter sunset.

Ramadan Karim

The information above has been sourced from Wikipedia, about.com, when-is.com, muhajabah.com. Want to know more? Check
outDondt whiety 6 & JerBmyWiliams @2998) and The World of Islam, George Neg{2803).
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Upcoming events d dates for your diary

Monthly Aussie Drinks

Thursday, 4 September2 008 from 7. 00pm
at the Hilton

Pencil these drinks dates in your diary for the rest of the year:

fiRe member we

2 October b:
6 November YVe : .
4 December www.aussiesbroad.con®

Venues to be advised

For further details contact Anna Rogan at contact@aussies-abroad.com

Monthly Aussie Dinner AAussiesAbroad core

Friday, 19 September 2008 at 6.00pm values are Sharing,
] ) o ) ] Caring ard Cultural

For dinner in September , iftadeall theafterisunsetoneal N

which breaks the daily fast during Ramadan. It will be at La Brasserie, Le Meridien Hotel You Understanding

will need to be there by 5.15pm I f youbre | ate, the food

be over and we can adjourn for drinks in one of the bars in the hotel complex. O

RSVP Anna Rogan at contact@aussies-abroad.com by Wednesdayl7 September

Pencil these dinner dates into your diary for the rest of the year with venues to be advised: ﬂ

17 October
21 November
19 December

For further details contact Anna Rogan at contact@aussies-abroad.com

P iPencil in
Monthly Coffee Mornings «\J theupo mi ng e

The next AussiesAbroad Coffee Morning is scheduled for 18 September 10.00am, venue to be advised.
For details about when the next coffee morning will be held, contact Colleen Sawtell at
contact@aussies-abroad.com

Monthly Family Activity

There will be no Family Activity for September due to Ramadan. Information on the next activity will be included
in the October 2008 edition of the newsletter.

Auskick

Auskick hopes to resume in late September. Separate notification will be sent soon. Contact Mike Tod in Abu
Dhabi at Auskick@aussies-abroad.com if you want your name to be added to the mailing list of upcoming activities.

AFL Grand Final Day Breakfast — register now! Q

A Grand Final breakfast is being organization for the big day, Saturday 27 September The cost and venue \\
will be advised once we have an idea of numbers.

If you want to join in the celebrations, it is critical you register your interest by Monday, 15 Septembeihy
emailing Eddy at contact@aussies-abroad.com. Late comers will miss out.

OF O
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Sponsorship and Benefits

x Etihad airways Sl=iyl

x Meat and Livestock Australia (MLA) . ) ]

ETIHAD

P
.‘/_ - \]/(

B __.—-" .‘ )

x Leightons

x DBI Designs mla

MEAT & LIVESTOCOK

x Paspaley Jewellery

x Fosters Bls PASPALEY

OF O

ILEIGHTON

N PPN
V SMATS \RR H M M M
V  Allied Pickfords smatsgroup 0 ration. requirements.
V Al Tamimi and Company
V Emirates Link Group AALLIED L TAMIM
The Carefid Movers™

AussiesAbroad has also secured benefits from the following sponsors for members.
Discounts are offered to registerediussiesAbroad members.

DHL (30%) Cyclone Tours (20%)
Sharanis Spa (10%) Agatha Jewellery- Al Wahda Mall (10%)

For more information about our generous sponsors visit the AussiesAbroadwebsite:
http://www.aussies-abroad.com/sponsors.html.

Sponsorship opportunities are available to interested companies wishing to be associated with Aussies
Ahroad
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Member services

The AussiesAbroad Committee is keen to improve services to members and is currently
offerina the followina:

Employment opportunities

With the Aussies-Abroad Newsletter having a broad membership base, good circulation and
even broader network, this might just be the place to promote yourself for employment
(Aussies-Abroad members only) and/or advertise for vacancies and find that right person.

Contact Helen Organ at aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com for further information.

Current vacancy

Executive Assistant, Strategic Development & Ventures (SDV), Mussafah Caspate Head Office

The Executive Advisor (Strategic Development & Ventures division) to the Al Jaber Group, one of the
UAE 6 s | a rdigcelsndry canglomérates, is seeking an experienced and skilled Executive
Assistant to direct, oversee and manage all aspects of the SDV office, within a fast paced and challenging
work environment.

If you possess excellent written and oral English communication skills, exceptional computer abilities, an
outstanding organizational approach with a high level of attention to detail and the capacity to manage
highly confidential tasks with exemplary discretion, we would like to hear from you. Previous experience
of the MENA region and/or working within a professional services firm/investment bank would be highly
regarded. Flexible working hours available.

Please ontact: Ms. Kirsten Leyland on (02) 502 1612 (Direct) or 050 818 7237 (Mobile) or at
kleyland@ajes.ae

Exchange market

With an ever larger populace of Aussies arriving in Abu Dhabi, or sadly leaving, there is an
opportunity to provide members with a free exchange service. A section where they can advertise for
either items they need to buy or sell.

Please contact the editor, Helen Organ, at aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com if you would like to
participate.

For women only

Aussie women in Abu Dhabi can now avail of a specialist breast clinicat Lifeline Hospital.

The clinic is staffed by a team headed by a dedicated specialist breast surgeon, Dr Arati Shirali, along with
radiologists and pathologists, to provide breast care for women in a warm and comfortable environment.

Dr Arati Shirali trained at Tata Memorial Hospital, Mumbai and has several years of breast disease and surgery
experience.

The specialist breast clinic at Lifeline Hospital will offer breast self examination education, clinical breast
examination, radiological assessment, and advanced surgical management of breast diseases and cancer.

For further information visit www.beautybeyondbreast.com

OF O
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AussiesAbroad
PO Box 53796
Abu Dhabi UAE

President: Mohanned Hourani

Tel: 055 781 5807
Web: www.aussies-abroad.com

E-Mail
aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com

Sal am, G¢
Making friends
all the way

Advertising opportunities
If your company would like to
advertise with Aussies-Abroad,
there are a range of options on
offer. Please contact Public
Relations Officer, Tony Palladino
for more information and details
mailto:pr@aussies-abroad.com

Note i about our Newsletter
Please feel free to circulate our
Newsletter to all your friends and
colleagues.

AussiesAbroad regrets that it cannot accept liability
for error or omissions contained in this publication,
however caused. The opinions and views contained
in this publication are not necessarily those of
AussiesAbroador the editor(s) of this Newsletter.

OF O
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Aussies-Abroad Membership

Are you a financial member of
AussiesAbroad? Chances are that

i f

you havendt

newsletter personally delivered to
your email address, you have a good
AussiesAbroad member for a
friend who has passed it on to you to
encourage you to join.

And why not?

As well as the benefit of receiving
your own copy of the monthly
AussiesAbroad newsletter
delivered to your PC, you will also
be entitled to:

f

generous discounts from
supporting service providers

invitations to Aussie social
functions, dinners, drinks and
family activities

Member ID card (can be used to
receive special discounts)

Me mber sé6 arhea
www.Aussies-Abroad.com
website

Exclusive opportunities to
advertise, view company
appointments / vacancies on
offer and contribute to the
exchange section. See details
for these items under Member
Services.

Facebook Community
Group

AussiesAbroadnow has a group on
Facebook where people can join,
write on the wall or start discussions
on the board.

You need to be a member of
Facebook to sign up and you will
need to be a member of the UAE
network to be able to join the
Group.

Join up to see some of the photos
from various events, meet up with
other Aussies on-line and generally
keep in the loop with what is
happening.

The weblink is:
http://www.facebook.com/group.php

To join up, you can access the
membership form on-line or speak to any
of the committee members.

Membership fees are as follows:
M Indivi dual sé6 fee:
T Familieso6 fee: D

Please Note: Membership cards can be
collected at all AussiesAbroad functions.
Just ask for Eddy either at a bar night, a
dinner function or at the coffee mornings,
the cards are always available for
collection at these functions.

If you are a financial member but are not
getting the newsletter please contact Eddy
at mailto:treasurer@aussies-abroad.com
with your preferred or updated email
address.

As we are a not-for-profit organisation
any money left in our bank accounts at
the end of the year above our operating
costs will be donated to a selected charity.

*** Existing members, please note that
renewal subscriptions for 2009 are
now due. Contact Eddy at
mailto:treasurer@aussies-abroad.com
to renew vour membershibo.

2gid=2380562935

Newsletter Contributions

We welcome any of our members to
contribute articles of general interest to the
Aussies-Abroad Newsletter.

Just send your story to the editor, Helen
Organ, at aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com by
21st of each month.

Pleasenote: If you are no longer in the
UAE and wish to unsubscribe to the
newsletter, please email us at
aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com.
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