
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Salam, G’day… 

Making friends all the way 

Welcome to our July 2008 Aussies-Abroad Newsletter. 

The highlight of this month’s newsletter is, of course, the Inaugural 
Australian Ball, and when it comes to having a ball, no one does it better 
than the Aussies. 
 
More than 500 revellers attended the ball held on Friday  
6 June at the Hilton Hotel Ballroom and in true Aussie  
style, they did their bit to make the inaugural event  
an unqualified success. 
 
In his welcoming speech, Australian Ambassador,  
Jeremy Bruer, complimented Aussies-Abroad Abu Dhabi  
for its efforts in organizing the ball and providing the  
rapidly growing Australian community with a range  
of social and recreational activities. 
 
The ball committee, with the support and cooperation of the Hilton Hotel 
management and staff, had worked tirelessly in the weeks leading up to 
the ball, covering every aspect of the event. 
 
And the response from you, our fellow Australians and  
your friends, was tremendous.  Tickets for the ball sold  
out within two days – all 500 of them. 
 
Generous support from our sponsors made the event  
even more enjoyable. And as Aussies-Abroad is a not-for- 
profit organization, proceeds from the ball will go to  
Medicins Sans Frontieres. 
 
With the ball being such a success, you can expect to see this as an 
annual event in Abu Dhabi. 
 
You can read more about the ball below and view a kaleidoscope of 
photos further in this newsletter. 
 
Also in the newsletter are details of our regular events and some public 
notices and announcements not to be missed. 
 
So please, enjoy this month’s reading and as always, we welcome any 
suggestions for ways to make this newsletter even better. 

 
Mohanned Hourani 
President 
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ñThe Aussies Abroad is 

a community based 

organisation dedicated 

to the promotion of 

Australian culture in the 

UAE.ò 

Please note that Auskick is now suspended for the summer.  Depending on the summer 

heat, we hope to resume in late September/early October. 

Contact Mike Tod in Abu Dhabi at Auskick@aussies-abroad.com if you want your name 

to be added to the mailing list of upcoming activities.    

Auskick 

AFL in Abu Dhabi 

 

The Khalifa Ladies Coffee Mornings are now suspended for the summer.  Activities will resume 

in September.  For more details and if you want to be included on the mailing list for future 

Khalifa Ladies Club events, contact Caroline on khalifaladies@hotmail.com 

Khalifa Ladies Club 

The Abu Dhabi Falcons ï the newly formed AFL club here in Abu Dhabi is looking for 

players and sponsors.  Visit the website for the Club at http://www.abudhabifalcons.com/. 

For more information, contact Mick Uberti at mickuberti@abudhabifalcons.com or 

mobile:  +971 50 9027583. 

Public Notices and Announcements  

Australian Travel Advice and Embassy News 

 The Travel Advice for the United Arab Emirates was updated by the Department of 

Foreign Affairs and Trade in Canberra on 18/06/2008.  You can access the Travel 

Advice at http://www.smartraveller.gov.au/ or become a subscriber at 

http://www.smartraveller.gov.au/accounts  

Also note that from 1 July 2008, new passport application forms are being 

introduced.  For further details, go to http://www.passports.gov.au/Web/index.aspx. 

 

ñThe Australian Embassy 

in Abu Dhabi encourages 

all Australians living or 

travelling overseas to 

register with the 

Department of Foreign 

Affairs and Trade by 

visiting 

www.orao.dfat.gov.au  

Staying cool this summer 

 
How do we know summer is coming?  When you learn that a seat belt makes a pretty good 

branding iron, you discover that it takes only two fingers to drive your car, and you start 

sweating as soon as you step outside at 7.30am to go to work.    With summer starting with a 

vengeance, here are some ideas from the internet you might like to try to stay coolééééé 

 Start shopping in the malls for presents for festivities to be held later in the yearéthereôs 

some good sales on at the moment  

 Declare a movie day.  Go to the first movie of the day and see three movies in a row. 

 Stay home with the air conditioning on ï read a good book or rent a minimum of four 

DVDs with snow in them 

 Go ice skating or skiing 

 Check out the Cultural Foundationéit also has a good national library 

 Have ice cold watermelon ready in the fridge 

 Stay off fatty foods and eat plenty of fresh salads and fruitséééé.. 

 Drink plenty of water, always keeping some in the caré. 

 And keep out of the midday sunéyou know the one about, ñOnly dogs andé. 

 

Have fun! 

mailto:Auskick@aussies-abroad.com
mailto:khalifaladies@hotmail.com
http://www.abudhabifalcons.com/
mailto:mickuberti@abudhabifalcons.com
http://www.smartraveller.gov.au/
http://www.smartraveller.gov.au/accounts
http://www.passports.gov.au/Web/index.aspx
http://www.orao.dfat.gov.au/
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ñAussies-Abroad core 

values are Sharing, 

Caring and Cultural 

Understandingò 

 

Gõday from Abu Dhabi 

 

Do you remember I told you we were going to the first Australian ball to be held in Abu Dhabi?   

Well, we didé.and we both survived to tell the story!  

What a hoot!   I donõt need to tell you that if thereõs one thing that Aussies know how to 

doéitõs how to put on a good party!   And you know what?   We must have a world-wide 

reputation for it as there were heaps of people  from all over the world joining in with us, 

including some rather sexy legs in kiltséno need to remind you where they came from J. 

 

Talking of dress, you should have seen my other half in his dinner suit.  It brought back fond 

memories of our wedding day 25 years ago (donõt snigger)é given that he hasnõt worn a suit 

since!   Check out this historical event in the photos below.  

 

I tell you what, I not only got a surprise but got rather teary -eyed when Bob Brown (would you 

believe sponsored by Etihad?) came on stage and sang Aussie songs we all know like òHey True 

Blueó, òWaltzing Matildaó etc.  Itõs a weird thing that when weõre away from your home country 

we always get so patriotic and a little homesick.   And then, would you believe, Sam Kekovich 

appeared on screen with his straight faced humor, although I must say, I did have to translate 

for some of our non -Aussie friends at the table.  

 

As for the ballroom, the setup really captured the Aussie -UAE spirit.  And there were these 

cute little lamps on each o f the tables.  Again, the Etihad touch.  

 

And then there was the food.   How the Hilton managed to dish out so many meals with each 

looking like it had had the attention and care of dinner for two amazed me.   Just take the 

main course.  A choice of really succulent rack of lamb, most of which, it said on the menu, was 

supplied by who other than Meat and Livestock Australia, and salmon to die for.   All with 

these little individual wraps of vegetables.   And to top it all off, for our 350 Dirham, we had 

heaps of wine and, would you believe, good olõ Fosters.  As you know, me being a two-pot 

screamer, I was a very popular person at our table!  

 

Of course the night didnõt end there.   We all had the chance to be in the draw for some 

fantastic prizes.  There was an Etihad business class return trip to Sydney, Paspaley pearls, 

hotel accommodation and meals, beauty treatments, a basked of goodies from the Australian 

Embassyéyou name it, there was the opportunity to win it.   But unfortunately, we didnõt, but it 

was great to see others winning.  

 

Then what would a ball be without dancing into t he wee hours of the morning.   My feet were 

killing me the next dayéand day after!  Hey, and donõt forget to check out the photos.   

 

Well, must get back to reality and do some w ork.   I canõt wait until next yearõs event. 

 

Cheers 

 

*************************************************  
 

Check out this link for some great shots http://picasaweb.google.com/pburgess55/AussieAbroadBall 

compliments of Rada Middleton and Phil Burgess. 

 

Didnôt pick up your photo from the Ball?  Collect from:  Baijuôs, Professional Photographer 050-571 2831 

baijusada@yahoo.com PO Box 51509, Abu Dhabi, UAE   

Inaugural Australian Ball….a personal perspective 

http://picasaweb.google.com/pburgess55/AussieAbroadBall
mailto:baijusada@yahoo.com
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More than 500 revellers attended the ball held on Friday 6 June at the Hilton Hotel Ballroom. 
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Thursday, 3 July 2008 from 7.00pm 

Hemmingwayôs at the Hilton, 

Pencil these drinks dates in your diary for the rest of the year: 

7 August 

2 October 

6 November 

4 December 

Venues to be advised 

For further details contact Anna Rogan at contact@aussies-abroad.com 

Monthly Aussie Drinks 

 

ñAussies-Abroad core 

values are Sharing, 

Caring and Cultural 

Understandingò 

Upcoming events ð dates in your diary  

Friday, 18 July 2008 at 7.30pm  

Venue to be advised 

Pencil these dinner dates into your diary for the rest of the year: 

15 August 

19 September 

17 October 

21 November 

19 December 

Venues to be advised 

For further details contact Anna Rogan at contact@aussies-abroad.com  

Monthly Aussies Dinner 

 

ñPencil in the dates for 

the upcoming events.ò 

There will be no Aussies-Abroad Coffee Morning in July.  The next event is scheduled for 21 August 

at 10.00am, venue to be advised.  For details about when the next coffee morning will be held, contact 

Louise Jones on contact@aussies-abroad.com 

Monthly Coffee Mornings 

 

There will be no Family Activity in July.  The next event will ice skating on 29 August at 10.00am at Zayad Sports 

City. 

Monthly Family Activity 

 

ñRemember weôre on the 

web: 

www.aussies-abroad.comò 

mailto:contact@aussies-abroad.com
mailto:contact@aussies-abroad.com
mailto:contact@aussies-abroad.com
http://www.aussies-abroad.com/
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Aussies-Abroad would like to thank the Inaugural Australian Ball major sponsors for their 

support in making the 6 June 2008 event a success. 

 

 

× Etihad airways 

× Meat and Livestock Australia (MLA)  

× Leightons 

× DBI Designs 

× Paspaley Jewellery 

× Fosters 

                                                                             
                                                               http://www.etihadholidays.com/holidays/home.aspx  

   
http://www.mla.com.au/default.htm  

 

                           
http://www.dbidesign.com.au/       http://www.damasjewel.com/      http://www.leighton.com.au/link.asp?id=22244  

 

                      
http://www.fosters.com.au/enjoy/beer.htm            www.uae.embassy.gov.au  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sponsorship 

 

Aussies-Abroad 2008 Ball Sponsors 

 

Aussies Abroad would also like to thank our table sponsors for their generous donations 
 

Á Abu Dhabi Ladies Club 

Á Beach Rotana Hotel and Towers 

Á Beauty Spot 

Á Crown Plaza chain, Abu Dhabi and Dubai 

Á Emirates Palace, Abu Dhabi 

Á Grand Hyatt Dubai 

Á Hilton Abu Dhabi 

Á HSBC Bank 

Á InterContinental Abu Dhabi 

Á Le Royal Meridien 

Á The Millenium Hotel 

Á Reem Jewellery, Abu Dhabi 

Á The Club Abu Dhabi 

Á Trowers and Hamlins 

Á Zen the Spa at each Rotana Hotel and Towers Abu Dhabi 

http://www.etihadholidays.com/holidays/home.aspx
http://www.mla.com.au/default.htm
http://www.dbidesign.com.au/
http://www.damasjewel.com/
http://www.leighton.com.au/link.asp?id=22244
http://www.fosters.com.au/enjoy/beer.htm
http://www.uae.embassy.gov.au/
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Member services  

The Aussies-Abroad Committee is proud to announce that the 

following companies have become corporate sponsors of 

Aussies-Abroad. 

V SMATS 

V Al lied Pickfords 

V Al Tamimi and Company 

V Emirates Link Group  

 

Aussies-Abroad has also secured benefits from the following 

sponsors for members.  Discounts are offered to registered 

Aussies-Abroad members. 

V DHL (30%)  

V Cyclone Tours (20%)  

V Sharanis Spa (10%) 

V Agatha Jewellery - Al Wahda Mall (10%)  

Aussies-Abroad Sponsors 

 

With our newsletter having a broad membership base, good circulation and even 

broader network, this might just be the place to promote newly appointed Aussie 

recruits and/or advertise for vacancies and find that right person. 

Contact Helen organ at aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com for further information. 

 

With an ever larger populace of Aussies arriving in Abu Dhabi, or sadly leaving, there 

is an opportunity to provide members with a free exchange service.  A section where 

they can advertise for either things they need to buy or sell. 

The Committee invites feedback on these two proposals.  Please contact Newsletter 

Editor, Helen Organ, at aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com 

Company appointments/vacancies 

For more information about our generous sponsors visit the Aussies-Abroad website: 

http://www.aussies-abroad.com/sponsors.html.  

Sponsorship opportunities are available to interested companies wishing to be associated with Aussies-Abroad.   

For more information contact the Public Relations Officer, Tony Palladino at pr@aussies-abroad.com 

The Aussies-Abroad Committee is keen to improve services and benefits to members and is currently considering 

offering the following services: 

Exchange market 

mailto:aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com
mailto:aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com
http://www.aussies-abroad.com/sponsors.html
mailto:pr@aussies-abroad.com
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Aussies-Abroad now has a group on 

Facebook where people can join, 

write on the wall or start discussions 

on the board.  

You need to be a member of 

Facebook to sign up and you will 

need to be a member of the UAE 

network to be able to join the 

Group. 

Are you a financial member of 

Aussies-Abroad?  Chances are that 

if you havenôt received this 

newsletter personally delivered to 

your email address, you have a good 

Aussies-Abroad member for a 

friend who has passed it on to you to 

encourage you to join. 

And why not? 

As well as the benefit of receiving 

your own copy of the monthly 

Aussies-Abroad newsletter 

delivered to your PC, you will also 

be entitled to: 

¶ generous discounts from 

supporting service providers 

¶ invitations to Aussie social 

functions, dinners, drinks and 

family activities 

 

Member ID card (can be used to 

receive special discounts) 

 

Members area access on the 

www.Aussies-Abroad.com website 

Exclusive opportunities to advertise, 

view company 

appointments/vacancies on offer and 

contribute to the exchange section.  

See details for these items under 

ñPublic Announcementsò. 

Aussies-Abroad Membership 

Facebook Community Group 

We welcome any of our members to contribute articles of 

general interest to the Aussies-Abroad Newsletter. 

Just send your story to Newsletter Editor, Helen Organ, at 

aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com by 21st of each month. 

Newsletter Contributions 

Aussies-Abroad 

PO Box 53796 

Abu Dhabi UAE 

 

President: Mohanned Hourani 

 

Tel:  055 781 5807 

Web:  www.aussies-abroad.com 

 

E-Mail : 

aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com  

 

 

Salam, Gôdayé 

Making friends  

all the way 

Advertising opportunities 
If your company would like to 

advertise with Aussies-Abroad, 

there are a range of options on 

offer.  Please contact Public 

Relations Officer, Tony Palladino 

for more information and details 

mailto:pr@aussies-abroad.com  

 

Note ï about our Newsletter 

Please feel free to circulate our 

Newsletter to all your friends and 

colleagues. 

 
Aussies-Abroad regrets that it cannot accept liability 

for error or omissions contained in this publication, 

however caused.  The opinions and views contained 

in this publication are not necessarily those of 

Aussies-Abroad or the editor(s) of this Newsletter. 

To join up, you can access the 

membership form on-line or speak 

to any of the committee members.   

Membership fees are as follows: 

¶ Individualsô fee: Dhs75 per 
person***  

¶ Familiesô fee: Dhs100 per family 
*** 

Please Note: Membership cards can 

be collected at all Aussies-Abroad 

functions.  Just ask for Eddy either 

at a bar night, a dinner function or at 

the coffee mornings, the cards are 

always available for collection at 

these functions. 

If you are a financial member but 

are not getting the newsletter please 

contact Eddie at 

mailto:treasurer@aussies-

abroad.com with your preferred or 

updated email address. 

As we are a not-for-profit 

organisation any money left in our 

bank accounts at the end of the year 

above our operating costs will be 

donated to a selected charity. 

 

*** New memberships from June 

2008 are also valid for 2009. 

Join up to see some of the photos 

from various events, meet up with 

other Aussies on-line and generally 

keep in the loop with what is 

happening.  

The weblink is: 

http://www.facebook.com/group.ph

p?gid=2380562935  

Inside  
Aussies-Abroad 

http://www.aussies-abroad.com/
mailto:aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com
http://www.aussies-abroad.com/
mailto:aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com
mailto:pr@aussies-abroad.com
http://www.aussies-abroad.com/docs/app_form.pdf
http://www.aussies-abroad.com/contact.html
mailto:treasurer@aussies-abroad.com
mailto:treasurer@aussies-abroad.com
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=2380562935
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=2380562935

