
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Salam, G’day… 

Making friends all the way 

July was a month where we saw many Aussies starting to take their annual 
holidays as summer arrived with a vengeance to Abu Dhabi.  Judging by the 
recent high temperatures, I’m sure you’d   agree that it plans to stay with us 
for at least a couple more months. 

However, this hasn’t stopped those left behind or early birds arriving back 
from holidays to enjoy themselves.  Aussies-Abroad had a good turn-out at 
the last dinner which was held at Flavours Restaurant at the Sheraton Hotel, 
Corniche.   

 

 

 

 

 

Of course, we encourage you to drop us a line if you’ve found a restaurant 
that would suit the pallets and budgets of the most discerning Aussies. 

Also, don’t forget drinks on Thursday 7 August from 7.00pm at our usual 
haunt, Hemmingway’s Bar at the Hilton near the Emirates Palace Hotel. 

With summer here and to provide some entertainment for those confined to 
their apartments/villas during the hotter hours of the day, this month’s issue 
features some websites on useful information for both newcomers and the 
long-termers.   

Then there’s a list of our sponsors which we encourage you to check out for 
good service. 

And finally - a special note – don’t forget to read the travel advice and 
Australian Embassy news.   There’s some important information here that 
affects us all. 

So, happy reading and remember, we’re always looking for contributions 
from you. 

 

 Cheers 

Mohanned Hourani 
President 
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NEWSLETTER  

 

It was a delightful buffet with an international 
flavor and at a very reasonable price.   Well 
worth adding to our top list for future dinners. 

Check out the details further on in this 
month’s newsletter for the next dinner on 
Friday 15 July. 
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ñThe Aussies Abroad is 

a community based 

organisation dedicated 

to the promotion of 

Australian culture in the 

UAE.ò 

Please note that Auskick is now suspended for the summer.  Depending on the summer 

heat, we hope to resume in late September/early October.  

Contact Mike Tod in Abu Dhabi at Auskick@aussies-abroad.com if you want your name 

to be added to the mailing list of upcoming activities.    

Auskick 

AFL in Abu Dhabi 

 The Abu Dhabi Falcons ï the newly formed AFL club here in Abu Dhabi is looking for 

players and sponsors.  Visit the website for the Club at http://www.abudhabifalcons.com/.   

For more information, contact Mick Uberti at mickuberti@abudhabifalcons.com or 

mobile:  +971 50 9027583. 

Public Notices and Announcements  

Australian Travel Advice and Embassy News 

 The Travel Advice for the United Arab Emirates was updated by the Department of Foreign 

Affairs and Trade in Canberra on 18/06/2008.  You can access the Travel Advice and become 

a subscriber at http://www.smartraveller.gov.au/ 

New Visa Rules for the United Arab Emirates 

From 29 July 2008, new visa rules will apply to entry to the United Arab Emirates.  Check out 

http://www.gulfnews.com/nation/Immigration_and_Visas/10231396.html for further details. 

Passport Application Forms  
 

New application forms for Australian passports were introduced by the Department of Foreign 

Affairs and Trade (DFAT) on 1 July 2008. The new forms will better ensure the names 

included in replacement passports match those recorded on state and territory births, deaths 

and marriages registers or the Australian citizenship register. 

 

For an interim period to 30 September 2008 the previous version of the form may be used. 

After that date applications on the old forms will be rejected. 

 

All types of Passport application forms are available from www.passports.gov.au.  Full child 

or adult passport application forms are also available from the Australian Embassy, Abu Dhabi 

and the Australian Consulate-General, Dubai. 

ñThe Australian Embassy 

in Abu Dhabi encourages 

all Australians living or 

travelling overseas to 

register with the 

Department of Foreign 

Affairs and Trade by 

visiting 

www.orao.dfat.gov.au  

AusBG 

AusBG is the official business group representing the Australian business 

community in Abu Dhabi.  Established over two years ago, with the support of the 

Australian Embassy, AusBG has over 190 members. 

 

For more details about AusBG, email office@ausbgnet or visit the website at 

www.ausbg.net 

 

mailto:Auskick@aussies-abroad.com
http://www.abudhabifalcons.com/
mailto:mickuberti@abudhabifalcons.com
http://www.smartraveller.gov.au/
http://www.gulfnews.com/nation/Immigration_and_Visas/10231396.html
http://www.passports.gov.au/
http://www.orao.dfat.gov.au/
http://www.ausbg.net/
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ñAussies-Abroad core 

values are Sharing, 

Caring and Cultural 

Understandingò 

Hereõs an abstract from one Aussieõs emailé. 

 
April 2nd: Just got transferred to work and live in beautiful Abu Dhabi , UAE!  Wow!  Now this is  a city that 

knows how to live!   Beautiful sunny days and  warm balmy evenings.  It's just like home.  What a place! I watched 

the sun  set from a deck chair on my bedroom verandah.  It was beautiful.   I've finally found my home.  I love it 

here.  

 

May 13th : Really heating up.  Got to 40 degrees  centigrade  today.  Not  a problem.  Live in an air conditioned 

home, drive an air -conditioned car, and everything is  fully air  conditioned. What a pleasure to see the sun every  

day like  this.  I'm turning into a sun worshiper.  

 

May 30th : Had the backyard landscaped with tropical  plants today around our  lovely pool.  Lots of palms and 

rocks. What a breeze to maintain. No  more lawn mowing for me. Another scorcher today, but I love it here.   

Heat is no problem at all.  

 

June 10th : The temperature hasn't been below 40 all week.  Even during the night.   How do people get used to 

this kind of heat? At least today it's kind  of windy though.  But getting used to the heat is taking longer than I  

expected.  

 

July 15th : Fell asleep by the pool.  Got third  degree burns over 90% of my body.   Missed 5 days work.  What a 

stupid  thing to do in this lovely city. I  learned my lesson though.  Got to respect the ol' sun in a climate like  this.  

 

July 20th : Kitty (our cat) sneaked into the car when I left for the office.   By the time I got to the hot car for 

my lunch break, Kitty had died and  swollen up to the size of a shopping bag and stank up the $70,000  Audi. I told 

the kids that she ran away. The ca r now smells like Wiskettes .  I learned my lesson though. No more pets in  this 

heat.  

 

July 25th : The wind sucks.  It feels like a giant (bleep)  hair dryer!  And it's hot as hell. The home air conditioner 

died. The (bleep)  air conditioner repairman charged 500 Dirhams just to drive over and tell me it was  broken in 

(bleep)  some language that I couldn't  understand.  

 

July 30th : Air conditioner still broken. Been sleeping outside by the pool for three nights now because it is 

7,000 (bleep)  degrees inside. (Bleep) 2,000,000 Dirhams house and  we can't even go inside. Why did I ever come 

here?  (Bleep) the sun. (Bleep) the wind. (Bleep) the (bleep)  ocean.  

 

August 4th : It's 114 (bleep)  degrees toda y. Finally got the ol' air conditioner  fixed. It cost 2,000 (bleep)  

Dirhams and got the temperature down to  25, but the (bleep)  humidity makes the house feel 30 (bleep)  Abu 

Dhabi degrees.  

 

August 8th : If anyone else, says, 'Hot enough for you today?' I'm going  to (bleep)  flatten  him.  Then thereõs the 

car.  By the time I get to work with all that (bleep)  traffic and  heat, the car's radiator is boiling over, my  

clothes are s oaking wet, and I smell like a baked cat!  

 

August 9th : Tried to run some errands today because it õs Friday. Wore  shorts and sat on the black  leather seats 

in my Audi. The seat was so  (bleep)  hot I thought my behind was on fire. I lost two layers of f lesh and all the 

hair on the back of my legs and behind.  Now my car  smells like burnt hair, fried behind and a baked cat!  

 

August 10th : The weather report might as well be a (bleep)  recording:  Hot, humid  and (bleep)  sunny. Hot, humid 

and (bleep)  sunny. Hot, humid and (bleep) sunny. It's been too hot to do anything for two  (bleep)  months and the 

weatherman on TV says it  might  really warm up next week. Does it ever rain in this (bleep)  place ? What õs next éa 

(bleep) snowstorm? 

 

August 14th : WELCOME TO HELL!!! Temperature got to 50 today. Now the  air  conditioner's gone in my (bleep)  

Audi. The Audi serviceman  said, 'Hot enough for you today?' (Bleep) him and (bleep)  Audi. My wife had  to spend 

7,000 Dirham to bail my behind out of jail for assaulting  th e serviceman. (bleep) Abu Dhabi  !  

 

August 15th : Thatõs it.  Iõve had enough.  I'm off back to Oz ! 

        Thanks to Anonééé.ééééé.. 

 

Who said anything about the heat??? 
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The Gulf News residentsô guide will help unravel the red tape of the UAE with óhow toô guides on 

visas, schools, cars and much more  

http://archive.gulfnews.com/uaessentials/residentsguide/index.html 

 

News and information on the United Arab Emirates http://www.uaeinteract.com/ 

 

Grapeshisha has a lot of useful information and a very good question and answer section  

http://www.grapeshisha.com/ 

 

Street map of Abu Dhabi  http://uae2.gsfc.nasa.gov/Map_AbuDhabi_Street.gif 

 

The Australian Embassy  http://www.uae.embassy.gov.au/ 

 

A useful Expat site 

http://www.expatexchange.com/expat/index.cfm?frmid=317&forumid=0&dbname=ee&shared=N

&s=1 

 

One we all love to hate ï international tax essentials 

http://www.ato.gov.au/individuals/pathway.asp?pc=001/002/012&mfp=001/002&mnu=1113#001_

002_012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abu Dhabi City Guide  http://www.abudhabicityguide.com/adb/geninfo/tours.asp 

 

Immigration information for the UAE  http://www.immigration.com/uae/ 

 

A good portal to all government departments http://www.government.ae/gov/en/res/index.jsp 

 

Hereôs a great place for buying and selling quality used furniture.   http://www.useditemsuae.com 

 

Everyoneôs compulsory furniture ñstopò in the UAE  http://www.ikeadubai.com/content/main.asp 
 

USEFUL WEBSITES  for NEWCOMERS and LONG  

TERMERS alike  

Whether you are new to Abu Dhabi, thinking of moving or a long term 

expat, here are a number of website that youôll find useful. 

 

 

 

 

Information on whatôs on in Abu Dhabi from month-to-month  

http://www.timeoutabudhabi.com/ 

 

Weather forecasts worldwide, including the UAE  

http://www.wunderground.com/global/ER.html 
 

 

 

 

Things for kids to do in the summer in Abu Dhabi 

http://www.summerinabudhabi.com/ 
 

 

http://archive.gulfnews.com/uaessentials/residentsguide/index.html
http://www.uaeinteract.com/
http://www.grapeshisha.com/
http://uae2.gsfc.nasa.gov/Map_AbuDhabi_Street.gif
http://www.uae.embassy.gov.au/
http://www.expatexchange.com/expat/index.cfm?frmid=317&forumid=0&dbname=ee&shared=N&s=1
http://www.expatexchange.com/expat/index.cfm?frmid=317&forumid=0&dbname=ee&shared=N&s=1
http://www.ato.gov.au/individuals/pathway.asp?pc=001/002/012&mfp=001/002&mnu=1113#001_002_012
http://www.ato.gov.au/individuals/pathway.asp?pc=001/002/012&mfp=001/002&mnu=1113#001_002_012
http://www.abudhabicityguide.com/adb/geninfo/tours.asp
http://www.immigration.com/uae/
http://www.government.ae/gov/en/res/index.jsp
http://www.useditemsuae.com/
http://www.ikeadubai.com/content/main.asp
http://www.timeoutabudhabi.com/
http://www.wunderground.com/global/ER.html
http://www.summerinabudhabi.com/
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Thursday, 7 August 2008 from 7.00pm at Hemmingwayôs at 
the Hilton   

Pencil these drinks dates in your diary for the rest of the year: 

2 October 

6 November 

4 December 

Venues to be advised 

For further details contact Anna Rogan at contact@aussies-abroad.com 

Monthly Aussie Drinks 

 

ñAussies-Abroad core 

values are Sharing, 

Caring and Cultural 

Understandingò 

Upcoming events ð dates in your diary  

Friday, 15 August 2008 at 8.00  

Weôre going Vietnamese this time at the:  Hanoi Cafe in Khalifa St, between Golden 

Fork and Yateem Optician, opposite Al Noor Hospital. No alcohol. 

Feel free to meet at PJ O'Reilly for Happy Hour or the Crystal Bar at Millennium 

beforehand or after dinner. 

RSVP Anna Rogan at contact@aussies-abroad.com by Wednesday 13 August. 

Pencil these dinner dates into your diary for the rest of the year: 

19 September 

17 October 

21 November 

19 December 

 

Venues to be advised 

For further details contact Anna Rogan at contact@aussies-abroad.com  

Monthly Aussie Dinner 

 

ñPencil in the dates for 

the upcoming events.ò 

The next Aussies-Abroad Coffee Morning is scheduled for 21 August at 10.00am, venue to be advised.  For details 

about when the next coffee morning will be held, contact Louise Jones on contact@aussies-abroad.com 

Monthly Coffee Mornings 

 

The next Family Activity will be ice skating on 29 August at 10.00am at Zayad Sports City. 

Monthly Family Activity 

 

ñRemember weôre on the 
web: 

www.aussies-abroad.comò 

AFL Grand Final Day Breakfast 
The AFL Grand Final is on Saturday 27 September.  At this stage we would like to gauge your interest in a 

joint breakfast between Aussies-Abroad and the Falcons.  It will be held during Ramadan so no alcohol will be 

served.  Please email your interest to Eddy at contact@aussies-abroad.com. 

 

mailto:contact@aussies-abroad.com
mailto:contact@aussies-abroad.com
mailto:contact@aussies-abroad.com
mailto:contact@aussies-abroad.com
http://www.aussies-abroad.com/
mailto:contact@aussies-abroad.com
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× Etihad airways 

× Meat and Livestock Australia (MLA)  

× Leightons 

× DBI Designs 

× Paspaley Jewellery 

× Fosters 

                                                                             
                                                               http://www.etihadholidays.com/holidays/home.aspx  

   
http://www.mla.com.au/default.htm  

 

                           
http://www.dbidesign.com.au/       http://www.damasjewel.com/      http://www.leighton.com.au/link.asp?id=22244  

 

                      
http://www.fosters.com.au/enjoy/beer.htm            www.uae.embassy.gov.au  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sponsorship 

 

Aussies-Abroad  Sponsors 

 

http://www.etihadholidays.com/holidays/home.aspx
http://www.mla.com.au/default.htm
http://www.dbidesign.com.au/
http://www.damasjewel.com/
http://www.leighton.com.au/link.asp?id=22244
http://www.fosters.com.au/enjoy/beer.htm
http://www.uae.embassy.gov.au/
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A Visit to Gallipoli Made Easy  

The Gallipoli Houses  
 
 

Whether you are pl anning your first trip to the Gallipoli Peninsula or preparing a return, it might be 
a good idea to have a closer look at The Gallipoli Housesô website before making a final decision on 
where ñto set up campò. 
 

The Gallipoli Houses  is, at the moment, the m ost authentic accommodation on the Peninsula.  Two 
years of maticulous hard work shows in the end result: a charming hotel which blends in nicely with 
the village. T he number of rooms has been limited to 10 so as not to break the fragile balance with 
the a ctive farming community  
 
At The  Gallipoli Houses , Turkish hospitality and European "savoir faire" meet, and although not 
luxurious, the Gallipoli Houses offers quality accommodation with an environmentally and culturally 

sensitive approach.  

 
All rooms have  been fitted with airconditioning, a samoa rain -shower, a mini - fridge and coffee/tea 
making facilities. To allow a comfortable stay even in the middle of winter, the whole complex 
features under - floor heating. Seven of the ten rooms have a private terrace,  whereas the remaining 
three rooms have a balcony.  

 
The Gallipoli Houses  is more than ña bed for the nightò.  Eric, a Belgian who fell in love with this 
unspoilt and emotive  part of Turkey, has got heaps of advice to help the ñdo- it -yourselferò put 
togethe r a memorable trip. For those who want it all organised, Ericôs more than 25 years 
experience in the travel business means he can put you in contact with reliable travel agencies who 
can take care of all arrangements, not only in the Peninsula but in any p art of Turkey.  
 

Özlem rules in the kitchen, and with breakfast and dinner included in the rate, this is an important 
part of the hotelsô success. Those who think they are in for the standard ñhalfboardò treat are in for 
a surprise: meals are a fusion of Tu rkish and foreign ingredients/dishes, and the food can 
appropriately be called, ñTurkish with a twistò.   Drinks are reasonably priced with a bottle of house 
wine just over 10 Euro.  

 
 
 

The Gallipoli Houses  

Özlem & Eric Goossens - Gündüz  

Kocadere Köyü  

17900 E ceabat - Çanakkale  

Turkey  

 

 tel : +90 - 286 - 814 26 50  

fax : +90 - 286 - 814 16 17  

 

talk2us@gallipoli.com.tr  

 

www.gallipoli.com.tr  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

mailto:talk2us@gallipoli.com.tr
http://www.gallipoli.com.tr/
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Member services  

The Aussies-Abroad Committee is proud to announce that the 

following companies have become corporate sponsors of 

Aussies-Abroad. 

V SMATS 

V Allied Pickfords 

V Al Tamimi and Company 

V Emirates Link Group  

 

Aussies-Abroad has also secured benefits from the following 

sponsors for members.  Discounts are offered to registered 

Aussies-Abroad members. 

V DHL (30%) 

V Cyclone Tours (20%)  

V Sharanis Spa (10%) 

V Agatha Jewellery - Al Wahda Mall (10%)  

Aussies-Abroad Sponsors 

 

With our newsletter having a broad membership base, good circulation and even 

broader network, this might just be the place to promote newly appointed Aussie 

recruits and/or advertise for vacancies and find that right person. 

Contact Helen Organ at aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com for further information. 

 

With an ever larger populace of Aussies arriving in Abu Dhabi, or sadly leaving, there 

is an opportunity to provide members with a free exchange service.  A section where 

they can advertise for either items they need to buy or sell. 

Please contact Newsletter Editor, Helen Organ, at aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com if 

you would like to participate. 

Company appointments/vacancies 

For more information about our generous sponsors visit the Aussies-Abroad website: 

http://www.aussies-abroad.com/sponsors.html.  

Sponsorship opportunities are available to interested companies wishing to be associated with Aussies-Abroad.   

For more information contact the Public Relations Officer, Tony Palladino at pr@aussies-abroad.com 

The Aussies-Abroad Committee is keen to improve services and benefits to members and is currently considering 

offering the following services: 

Exchange market 

mailto:aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com
mailto:aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com
http://www.aussies-abroad.com/sponsors.html
mailto:pr@aussies-abroad.com
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Aussies-Abroad now has a group on 

Facebook where people can join, 

write on the wall or start discussions 

on the board.  

You need to be a member of 

Facebook to sign up and you will 

need to be a member of the UAE 

network to be able to join the 

Group. 

Are you a financial member of 

Aussies-Abroad?  Chances are that 

if you havenôt received this 

newsletter personally delivered to 

your email address, you have a good 

Aussies-Abroad member for a 

friend who has passed it on to you to 

encourage you to join. 

And why not? 

As well as the benefit of receiving 

your own copy of the monthly 

Aussies-Abroad newsletter 

delivered to your PC, you will also 

be entitled to: 

¶ generous discounts from 

supporting service providers 

¶ invitations to Aussie social 

functions, dinners, drinks and 

family activities 

Member ID card (can be used to 

receive special discounts) 

Members area access on the 

www.Aussies-Abroad.com website 

Exclusive opportunities to advertise, 

view company 

appointments/vacancies on offer and 

contribute to the exchange section.  

See details for these items under 

ñPublic Announcementsò. 

To join up, you can access the 

membership form on-line or speak 

Aussies-Abroad Membership 

Facebook Community Group 

We welcome any of our members to contribute articles of 

general interest to the Aussies-Abroad Newsletter. 

Just send your story to Newsletter Editor, Helen Organ, at 

aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com by 21st of each month. 

Newsletter Contributions 

Aussies-Abroad 

PO Box 53796 

Abu Dhabi UAE 

 

President: Mohanned Hourani 

 

Tel:   055 781 5807 

Web:  www.aussies-abroad.com 

 

E-Mail : 

aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com  

 

 

Salam, Gôdayé 

Making friends  

all the way 

Advertising opportunities 
If your company would like to 

advertise with Aussies-Abroad, 

there are a range of options on 

offer.  Please contact Public 

Relations Officer, Tony Palladino 

for more information and details 

mailto:pr@aussies-abroad.com  

 

Note ï about our Newsletter 

Please feel free to circulate our 

Newsletter to all your friends and 

colleagues. 

 
Aussies-Abroad regrets that it cannot accept liability 

for error or omissions contained in this publication, 

however caused.  The opinions and views contained 

in this publication are not necessarily those of 

Aussies-Abroad or the editor(s) of this Newsletter. 

to any of the committee members.   

Membership fees are as follows: 

¶ Individualsô fee: Dhs75 per 
person***  

¶ Familiesô fee: Dhs100 per family 
*** 

Please Note: Membership cards can be 

collected at all Aussies-Abroad 

functions.  Just ask for Eddy either at a 

bar night, a dinner function or at the 

coffee mornings, the cards are always 

available for collection at these 

functions. 

If you are a financial member but are 

not getting the newsletter please contact 

Eddie at mailto:treasurer@aussies-

abroad.com with your preferred or 

updated email address. 

As we are a not-for-profit organisation 

any money left in our bank accounts at 

the end of the year above our operating 

costs will be donated to a selected 

charity. 

*** New memberships from June 2008 

are also valid for 2009. 

*** Existing members, please note that 

renewal subscriptions for 2009 are 

due 31 August 2008. 

If you are no longer in the UAE and  

wish to unsubscribe to the newsletter, 

please email us at 

aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com. 

 

Join up to see some of the photos 

from various events, meet up with 

other Aussies on-line and generally 

keep in the loop with what is 

happening.  

The weblink is: 

http://www.facebook.com/group.ph

p?gid=2380562935  

Inside  
Aussies-Abroad 

http://www.aussies-abroad.com/
http://www.aussies-abroad.com/docs/app_form.pdf
mailto:aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com
http://www.aussies-abroad.com/
mailto:aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com
mailto:pr@aussies-abroad.com
http://www.aussies-abroad.com/contact.html
mailto:treasurer@aussies-abroad.com
mailto:treasurer@aussies-abroad.com
mailto:aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=2380562935
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=2380562935

