
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Salam, G’day… 

Making friends all the way 

The month of April was highlighted by that one day of the year when Australians, New Zealanders and 
the Turks remember those who fought for their country and lost their lives in war. 
 
In Abu Dhabi, members of the Australian cricket team made a surprise visit to Aussies Abroad’s 
ANZAC Sunset Service at The Club.  They joined the Turkish Ambassador, HE Haki Aqil, and the 
Australian Ambassador, HE Jeremy Bruer, and Aussie Abroad members and friends commemorate 
ANZAC Day.   The service included the playing of the Last Post, a moving piece to signify those that 
were remembered.  Wreaths were laid by both Ambassadors, as well as members of the Australian 
and New Zealander community, to honour all who served and died for their nation in the ANZAC 
tradition. Over 300 people attended the sunset service.  It followed a special dawn service held by the 
Australian Embassy where over 500 were in attendance.  Aussies Abroad President, Mohanned 
Hourani, said “having the Turkish and Australian Ambassadors, the cricket team and their officials 
attend the service to pay their respects and acknowledge the importance of the day, I think, really 
moved us all.  It seems no matter in which country Australian, New Zealand and Turkish nationals live, 
the importance of ANZAC and paying our respects is not lost.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For those who contributed to the Candlelight Vigil for the Victorian victims, April also saw the total 
amount raised of AED 40,000 was banked with the Red Cross in Australia.  A big thank you to 
everyone. 
 
Looking ahead to May, and after the great success of last year, the big event will be the Etihad 
Australian Ball (Black, White and Bling) to be held at the Hilton Corniche on Friday 29 May.  For 
further details, check out “Forthcoming events”   on page 4. 
 
We also have drinks on the first Thursday of the month and a coffee morning lined up for you this 
month.  Further details on these events can also be found in “Forthcoming events. 
 
There’s a wonderful extract from a travel article written by Karen Hooper on her family visit to Egypt, 
specifically focusing on the Nile cruise part of their holiday. 
 
And to top it all off, we have a great opportunity for you to get involved in the action by joining the 
Aussies Abroad Committee.  Check out Inside Aussies Abroad on page 7 for details.  
 
So happy reading everyone and we look forward to seeing you soon. 
 
Cheers 

 

Helen Organ 
Newsletter Editor 
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ñThe Aussies-Abroad is 

a community based 

organisation dedicated 

to the promotion of 

Australian culture in the 

UAE.ò 

AFL in Abu Dhabi 

 The Abu Dhabi Falcons ï the AFL Club here in Abu Dhabi ï is looking for players and 

sponsors.  For more information, contact Jay Mears at Jay@abudhabifalcons.com or 

mobile: +971 50 6683764 or visit the website at www.abudhabifalcons.com. 

Community Noticeboard  

Australian Travel Advice and Embassy News 

 Just arrived in Abu Dhabi?  The Embassy website should be your first source of information on 

arrival and throughout your time here.  You are also strongly encouraged to register your details 

and to advise the Embassy on any trips you plan to do.  Go to http://www.uae.embassy.gov.au/ and 

http://smartraveller.gov.au  for further information. 

 

 

 

 

ñThe Australian Embassy 

in Abu Dhabi encourages 

all Australians living or 

travelling overseas to 

register with the 

Department of Foreign 

Affairs and Trade by 

visiting 

www.orao.dfat.gov.au  

AusBG 
AusBG is the official business group representing the Australian business community in Abu 

Dhabi.  Established over two years ago, with the support of the Australian Embassy, AusBG has 

over 190 members.  For more details about AusBG, email office@ausbgnet or visit the website at 

www.ausbg.net. 

 

 

Abu Dhabi women’s clubs  
New to the UAE or arriving soon and wanting to meet other like-minded women?    Contact: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Microchip and World Pet Register 

 Khalifa Ladies Network/Khalifa Living  

Tel:  +971 50 908 7995 

Website:  www.khalifaliving.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Microchip and World Pet Register 

Abu Dhabi Ladies Coffee Mornings 

Hilton Corniche every Weds 10.00am-12 noon 

President:  Kay Bunney 

Tel:  +971(0)2 644 2177 

Website:  www.abudhabiladies.ae  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Microchip and World Pet Register 

Now that itôs starting to warm up for summer, Auskick has come to an end for this part 
of 2009. We intend restarting in late September , depending on how quickly it cools 

down. If you are interested in joining us or receiving regular updates please contact 

Mike Tod at: abudhabiauskick@hotmail.com  

 

Auskick 

 

World Families Australia (WFA) 

WFA is a small  but  well established (since the 1970s) South Australian registered charity which runs child 

sponsorship and aid projects in 10 overseas Asian and African countries.   In south -west Ethiopia, 

sponsorship significantly changes lives and communi ties, and often literally saves the lives of children living 

in abject poverty.    Sponsorship is $62 per annual quarter (about $5 a week!) 93% of the donated dollar is 

sent to the overseas project by WFA, because WFA doesnõt spend money on advertising and most of us who 

run the projects are volunteers.   Donations to projects, and sponsorships, are tax deductible .  I f youõd like 

more information about the projects started or run contacting Sandi Peterson  at 

r spetersen@optusnet.com.au .  Also, check out the  website at www.worldfamilies.org.au .   

Sandi Petersen, Sponsorship Officer for World Families Australia, Jimma, Bonga, Liwan and Lalibela, Ethiopia 

  

 

 

Lulu Hypermarkets in Abu Dhabi have been trying for some time to bring a range of iconic 

Australian food products onto shelves.  Lulu is looking to Aussies Abroad members to learn more 

about what Australians want to see and purchase from Lulu stores.  If you would like to contribute 

your ideas, please visit an easy to complete survey from online at the following link:  

www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=ceckklCEOaSIAR_2b_D_fveYrw_3d_3d 

 

Survey closes on Saturday 16 May 2009. 

 

Lulu survey 

mailto:Jay@abudhabifalcons.com
http://www.abudhabifalcons.com/
http://www.uae.embassy.gov.au/
http://smartraveller.gov.au/
http://www.orao.dfat.gov.au/
http://www.ausbg.net/
http://www.khalifaliving.com/
http://www.abudhabiladies.ae/
mailto:rspetersen@optusnet.com.au
http://www.worldfamilies.org.au/
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=ceckklCEOaSIAR_2b_D_fveYrw_3d_3d
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After three wonderful days in Cairo, we took the overnight train to Aswan. As it turned out it was a very good way to travel,  with a 

comfortable sleeper, an evening meal and breakfast.  It was a smooth ride and we all managed to have a good nightõs sleep. 

 

After checking into our hotel in Aswan, we went out and explored the markets and walked along the waterfront promenade. We ha d coffee in a 

little shop overlooking the Nile to the hills  on the western side ð all of which were heavily dotted with tombs of the Nobles.  
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After a good nightõs sleep, we began the next day with a visit to the Aswan High Dam where we were impressed by the huge expanse of water 

stored behin d its walls. We then took a trip to see an unfinished obelisk that was being carved out the granite quarry ð a giant that would have 

stood over 40 metres and weighing 1.8 million kilograms. The work on this budding masterpiece, in honour of a queen, stoppe d when a flaw in 

the stone became obvious. It is still partly attached to the quarry it was being carved from. From here we went onto the Phil ae Temple. For a 

time after the Aswan Dam was built in 1898 through to 1902, this temple was partly submerged but after the building of the Aswan High Dam 

(1960 to 1971), it was moved. In 1972 through to 1980 these monuments were finally removed to an island ð you can still see the watermarks. 

Of course no visit to this part of the world is complete without a visit to  a papyrus shop where we were shown how easy it is to make paper 

from this natural fibre.  The artwork was superb and our subsequent purchase will bring pleasant memories in future years.  

 
On return to our good ship Tulip  we were fed lunch while setting sa il for our next destination at Kom Ombo - a Graeco-Roman temple! This 

beautiful structure was dedicated to two gods ð the left side to the falcon god, Horus the Elder and the right side to Sobek the local 

crocodile god. It was begun in the 2 nd Century BC. The sun was setting as we roamed around the temple and boarded our cruise boat for our 

next destination further down the Nile, Edfu.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                                                                                    
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Egypté.a trip down the Nile 

The following morning, we were up bright and early to take a flight to Abu Simbel. In constructing the Aswan Dam 

and the largest man -made lake in the world it was necessary to relocate the ancient tombs to higher ground. The 

Temple of Abu Simbel, dedicated to Ramses II was one of the most impressive, taking 1 3 years to perform an 

engineering miracle to recreate this mammoth temple that had lain under the desert sands for centuries. Here 

again, we wandered though these huge monuments and were blown away with the beauty, the skilled work and the 

sheer size of th ese archaeological treasures. Our children gave us this special day - their gift to us in celebration 

of our 30 th  anniversary. We spent a couple of hours there, some of it just sitting and staring in awe. All too 

quickly it was time fly back to Aswan. On o ur return, we spent some time exploring a Nubian village on Elephantine 

Island in the Nile. Here, we also saw a small museum and some diggings. That night, we went to a highly 

recommended restaurant and had a fabulous meal.   

 
 

Next day we joined the cruise boat, Tulip , which would take us 

from Aswan to Luxor. Miette was quite excited as w e explored 

our new surroundings. Shortly after lunch we went sailing in a 

Felucca (a traditional sailing boat). There was a stiff breeze to 

fill our sails and it was just so relaxing while we enjoyed the 

wonderful views of Elephantine Island, the Botanic g ardens and 

the desert on the western bank ð all bathed in the warmth of a 

winter sunset.  One of the landmarks was the Cataract Hotel,  

 

 

  

once frequented by some famous people - including Agatha Christie. As the golden sunset subsided we retreated to our good ship for our first 

night sleeping on the Nile . 

 

 

 

 

Next morning saw us on a horse -drawn buggy to c latter through a waking 

town. Edfu was an important temple because in the ancient myths this is 

where Horus (falcon god) fought a fierce battle with his Uncle Seth who 

had murdered Osiris who is the father of Horus. The temple was begun in 

237BC. Horus won the battle in which his uncle was subdued and he is 

depicted as a pig on a leash.  

 

Back on the Tulip , we set sail for a leisurely afternoon enjoying the  

 scenery of a thin, fertile strip fighting back t he barren desert beyond and the mighty Nile supporting all 

manner of bird life and very active village communities. The afternoon light shone through fishing nets piled 

on small rowing boats, with fishermen thrashing the water with the oars to chase fish i nto the nets. 

Meanwhile, scores of children of all ages played football on the banks of the Nile. Our cruise adventure 

soon came to an end with our arrival in Luxor.  We said goodbye to the Tulip and its wonderful staff and 

piled into our van which would t ake us to Dendara .  

                                     Karen Hooper  
 

Editorôs note:  There are a number of good Nile cruise operators on the website.  Check out tripadvisor.com to find out what 

people have to say about the different cruise operators. 
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Where: Third Avenue, Hotel Sheraton Khalidiya, corner of Electra and 26th streets 

 

When:  Thursday 7 May from 6.30pm onwards (happy hours end at 7.00pm but prices are still good). 

  

Also, pencil in your diary the following dates for the rest of the year:  4 June, 2 July, 6 August, 3 September, 

1 October, 5 November, 3 December. 

 

Contact Anna for further details on aussiedrinks@aussies-abroad.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

last drinks of the year.  For further details, contact Anna at contact@aussies-abroad.com 

 

Monthly Aussie Drinks 

 

ñAussies-Abroad 

core values are 

Sharing, Caring and 

Cultural 

Understandingò 

Forth coming events ð dates for  your d iary  

Coffee morning this month will be held on Thursday 21 May with venue to be advised 

 

Events are from 10.00am to 12.00 noon at a cost of AED 10  per person. 

 

Please call Louise Jones to RSVP and if you need any further information on 050 4929 462 or would like 

to host an Aussies Abroad Coffee Morning.  Not only is it a lot of fun, but it would be greatly appreciated. 

We will reimburse you of any costs involved. 

 

 

Monthly Coffee Morning  

 

 

 

      

 

 

  

 

 
Under the patronage of the Australian Ambassador, HE Mr Jeremy Bruer, Aussies Abroad invites 
members and friends to its annual signature event, the Black White and Bling Ball, to be held on 
Friday 29 May from 7.30pm to 1.00am at the Hilton International, Corniche, Abu Dhabi 
 
 
 
 

 
Tickets, with tables made up of 10 people, will be available from a special ticketing outlet at the 
Hilton International  from 7-10 May (1.00 ς 4.00 pm and 7.00 ς 9.00pm) for Members and 11-15 
May (1.00 ς 4.00pm and 7.00 ς 9.00pm) for non-Members, while tickets are available.  Tickets will 
also be available for Members on the monthly drinks night at the Hotel Sheraton Khalidiya. 

 
 
For further information, contact Tony Palladino  on 050 120 5354 or pr@aussies - abroad.com  

 

 

Artsie Aussie 
If you like going to concerts, exhibitions, galleries, museums, films and plays, Artsie Aussie  is for you.     

 

Register with our Aussies Abroad Committee memb er, Anna, stating your area(s) of  interest and 

membership number at artsregister@aussies-abroad.com  she will send you details of arts events on a 

regular basis.  
 

Tables made up of 10 people.   Includes cocktail reception, Australian-themed 
dinner, DJ and dancing, door prizes and a major raffle, complementary drinks 
during dinner. 
 

Members:   AED 450 
Non-members:  AED 500 

The Etihad Australian Ball ¦ Black, White and Bling 

mailto:aussiedrinks@aussies-abroad.com
mailto:contact@aussies-abroad.com
mailto:artsregister@aussies-abroad.com
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× Etihad airways 

× Meat and Livestock Australia (MLA)  

× Leightons 

× DBI Designs 

× Paspaley Jewellery 

× Fosters 

                                                                             
                                                               http://www.etihadholidays.com/holidays/home.aspx  

   
http://www.mla.com.au/default.htm  

 

                           
http://www.dbidesign.com.au/       http://www.damasjewel.com/      http://www.leighton.com.au/link.asp?id=22244  

 

                      
http://www.fosters.com.au/enjoy/beer.htm            www.uae.embassy.gov.au  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

Sponsorship and Benefits 

 

V SMATS 

V Allied Pickfords 

V Al Tamimi and Company 

V Emirates Link Group  

 

 

 

 

For more information about our generous sponsors visit the Aussies-Abroad website: 

www.aussiesabroad-abudhabi.com.  
 

Sponsorship opportunities are available to interested companies wishing to be associated with Aussies-

Abroad.  For more information contact the Public Relations Officer, Tony Palladino at pr@aussies-

abroad.com 

 

 

  

 

Aussies-Abroad has secured benefits from the following sponsors for members.  

Discounts are offered to registered Aussies-Abroad members. 

 

*  DHL (30%)       * Agatha Jewellery - Al Wahda Mall (10%)    
*  Sharanis Spa (10%)     * Cyclone Tours (20%) 
*  GMP (10%)      * Reem (10%)  

http://www.etihadholidays.com/holidays/home.aspx
http://www.mla.com.au/default.htm
http://www.dbidesign.com.au/
http://www.damasjewel.com/
http://www.leighton.com.au/link.asp?id=22244
http://www.fosters.com.au/enjoy/beer.htm
http://www.uae.embassy.gov.au/
http://www.aussiesabroad-abudhabi.com/
mailto:pr@aussies-abroad.com
mailto:pr@aussies-abroad.com
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Member services and lots more  

Employment opportunities 

Exchange market 

 

With the Aussies-Abroad Newsletter having a wide membership base, good circulation and even a wider 

network, this might just be the place to promote yourself for employment (Aussies Abroad members only) or 

advertise for vacancies and find that right person.  Contact Helen Organ at newsletter@aussies-abroad.com 

for further details. 

 

BOAT FOR  SALE  

Bowrider, approx 20ft +        Johnson motor 150 hp 
 
Good condition throughout 
 Fantastic mooring location at the Intercontinental Hotel Mariner  
 
Registered until April 2010                   Mooring paid until October 2009 
 
AED 50,000 ono 
  
Having a boat offers some great down time and quality lifestyle benefits. Often people buy a share in a boat and divide 
the running costs which works very well. 
  
Call Tracy on 050 313 7752  

 

 

 

Exchange Mart is a service for Aussies Abroad members.  To place your add, contact Helen at  
newsletter@aussies-abroad.com.  Adds must be with her before the 21st of the month. 

 

CAR FOR SALE  

 
2004 Mitsubishi Nativa – 3 litre V6 
140,000 km recent service, new battery, wipers 

Good tires 

Alloy wheels 

'Smart Logic' 4-speed automatic that learns your driving habits 

ABS brakes. 

 

Includes Everything for desert fun:  Garmin nuvi200 GPS, Waco ñCoolyò 20l fridge, 12v Compressor, tow 

strap, shovel, 2 tents, fold up BBQ, 

 

AED 38,000 o.n.o  

Call Paul on 050 132 9690 

 

 

 

accommodation  

 

Executive lady, working with a major consulting firm , recently arrived in Abu Dhabi wishes to share house/or 

rent a room with either male or female .   Rent not an object, but location and clean surroundings desirable.  

 

If you can assist, please call 055 939 0405 

  

mailto:newsletter@aussies-abroad.com
mailto:newsletter@aussies-abroad.com
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Are you a financial member of Aussies 

Abroad?  Chances are that if you 

havenôt received this newsletter 

personally delivered to your email 

address, you have a good Aussies 

Abroad member for a friend who has 

passed it on to you to encourage you to 

join. 

And why not? 

As well as the benefit of receiving your 

own copy of the monthly Aussies 

Abroad newsletter delivered to your 

PC, you will also be entitled to: 

¶ generous discounts from supporting 

service providers 

¶ invitations to Aussie social 

functions, dinners, drinks and 

family activities 

¶ Member ID card (can be used to 

receive special discounts) 

¶ Membersô area access on the 
www.aussiesabroad-abudhabi.com 

website 

¶ Exclusive opportunities to advertise, 

view company appointments / 

vacancies on offer and contribute to 

the exchange section.  See details 

for these items under Member 

Services. 

 

Aussies Abroad Membership 

See yourself as an Aussies 

Abroad Committee member?  

Aussies Abroad 

PO Box 53796 

Abu Dhabi UAE 

 

President: Mohanned Hourani 

 

Tel:   055 781 5807 

Web: 
www.aussiesabroad-abudhabi.com 

 

Email:  aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com  

 

 

Salam, Gôdayé 

Making friends  

all the way 

Advertising opportunities 
If your company would like to 

advertise with Aussies Abroad, 

there are a range of options on offer.  

Please contact Public Relations 

Officer, Tony Palladino for more 

information and details pr@aussies-

abroad.com  

 

Note ï about our Newsletter 

Please feel free to circulate our 

Newsletter to all your friends and 

colleagues. 

 
Aussie Abroad regrets that it cannot accept liability 

for error or omissions contained in this publication, 

however caused.  The opinions and views contained 

in this publication are not necessarily those of 

Aussies Abroad or the editor(s) of this Newsletter,   

nor does Aussies Abroad necessarily endorse the 

use of any products or services appearing in any 

paid advertisements. 

To join up, you can access the 

membership form on-line or speak to any 

of the committee members.   

Membership fees are as follows: 

¶ Individual fee: Dhs75 per person***  

¶ Family fee Dhs100 per family *** 

Please Note: Membership cards can be 

collected at all Aussies Abroad functions.  

Just ask for Eddy either at a bar night, a 

dinner function or at the coffee mornings, 

the cards are always available for 

collection at these functions. 

If you are a financial member but are not 

getting the newsletter please contact 

Eddy at treasurer@aussies-abroad.com 

with your preferred or updated email 

address. 

As we are a not-for-profit organisation 

any money left in our bank accounts at 

the end of the year above our operating 

costs will be donated to a selected 

charity. 

 

 

Inside  
Aussies Abroad 

Please note:  If you are no longer in the UAE and wish to unsubscribe 

to the newsletter, please email us at aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com. 

*** Contact Eddy at 

treasurer@aussies-abroad.com to 

join or renew your 

membership. 

 

We encourage all our members to 

contribute articles of general 

interest and ideas to the Aussies 

Abroad Newsletter.   After all, itôs 

your newsletter and it makes it all 

the more interesting and 

community spirited when it 

comes from you. 

Just send your story to the editor, 

Helen Organ, at 

newsletter@aussies-abroad.com 

by 21st of each month. 

 

Newsletter 
 contributions 

We are seeking expressions of 
interest from Aussies Abroad 
members who would like to join a 
very active, funloving and committed 
team, dedicated to making Aussies 
Abroad the best it can be. 

If you believe you have skills and a 
great attitude that would 
complement the team, just email 
your details to the Secretary at 
secretary@aussies-abroad.com 

We look forward to hearing from you 
real soon. 

 

http://www.aussiesabroad-abudhabi.com/
http://www.aussiesabroad-abudhabi.com/
mailto:aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com
mailto:pr@aussies-abroad.com
mailto:pr@aussies-abroad.com
http://www.aussies-abroad.com/docs/app_form.pdf
http://www.aussies-abroad.com/contact.html
mailto:treasurer@aussies-abroad.com
mailto:aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com
mailto:treasurer@aussies-abroad.com
mailto:newsletter@aussies-abroad.com

