
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Salam, Gôdayé 

Making friends all the way 

²ŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƳƛǎǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ aŀȅ ǿŀǎΧΦΦ¢ƘŜ Australian Black White and Bling 
Ball held again at the Hilton International, Corniche.   And judging from the photos below, which are 
only a taste of more to come that will soon be up on the Aussies Abroad website, a great time was 
had by all. 
 
And the highlights? There was the very welcoming greeting by hotel staff and a cool drink to get 
everyone in the mood; the amazing decorations thanks to the Hilton, Etihad and your Ball 
/ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾƛǘȅΤ /ƘŀƭƪƛŜΣ ƻǳǊ ƎǊŜŀǘ 5WΤ the wonderful prizes***  donated by our sponsors that 
were won by so many people; the delicious food and beverages; the very efficient staff who provided 
such excellent service with a smile; and a whole group of glamorous people who came together who 
knew how to party!  
 

 

 

So what else have we got lined up for you this month?  It seemed only fitting that we put in a plug for 
Etihad after their wonderful sponsorship of the Ball in the travel article on Petra and the Dead Sea in 
Jordan.   We would also like to again thank all our sponsors for the wonderful prizes they donated.   
There are certainly a lot of happy little faces out there with so many prizes won. 
 
Summer is now upon us with a vengeance and so is ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǘŜΧΦǎŎƘƻƻƭ 
holidays.   If you are smart and have a few dirhams tucked away, you would have arranged by now a 
holiday to somewhere cooler, for example Europe, ƻǊ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴo place like 
home at this time of the year. 
 
For the rest of us who have to suffer the heat, we have a few opportunities for you this month to be 
able to get out with fellow Aussies Abroad members and friends and not closet yourself away in your 
apartment or villaΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ the coffee morning organized by Louise and the wonderful hosts she 
arranges, drinks at the Third Avenue, Hotel Sheraton Khalidiya thanks to Anna, and a great dinner 
venue organized by Peter at !ōǳ 5Ƙŀōƛ hŦŦƛŎŜǊǎΩ /ƭǳō.   For more details, see Forthcoming Events. 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ Ŧƛǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƪŜŜǇ ŎƻƻƭΣ ǿƛǘƘ aŀǊƪ tǊƛƴƎƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻƭΦ  
Check out the details in the Community Noticeboard on page 2.   Finally, send in a photo.  See page 8. 
 
So happy reading and we look forward to seeing you soon at one of the Aussies Abroad events 

 
Cheers       

Helen Organ 
Newsletter Editor 
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ñThe Aussies-Abroad is 

a community based 

organisation dedicated 

to the promotion of 

Australian culture in the 

UAE.ò 

AFL in Abu Dhabi 

 The Abu Dhabi Falcons ï the AFL Club here in Abu Dhabi ï is looking for players and 

sponsors.  For more information, contact Jay Mears at Jay@abudhabifalcons.com or 

mobile: +971 50 6683764 or visit the website at www.abudhabifalcons.com. 

Community Noticeboard  

Australian Travel Advice and Embassy News 

 Just arrived in Abu Dhabi?  The Embassy website should be your first source of information on 

arrival and throughout your time here.  You are also strongly encouraged to register your details 

and to advise the Embassy on any trips you plan to do.  Go to http://www.uae.embassy.gov.au/ and 

http://smartraveller.gov.au  for further information. 

 

 

 

 

ñThe Australian Embassy 

in Abu Dhabi encourages 

all Australians living or 

travelling overseas to 

register with the 

Department of Foreign 

Affairs and Trade by 

visiting 

www.orao.dfat.gov.au  

AusBG 
AusBG is the official business group representing the Australian business community in Abu 

Dhabi.  Established over two years ago, with the support of the Australian Embassy, AusBG has 

over 190 members.  For more details about AusBG, email office@ausbgnet or visit the website at 

www.ausbg.net. 

 

 

Abu Dhabi womenôs clubs  
New to the UAE or arriving soon and wanting to meet other like-minded women?    Contact: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Microchip and World Pet Register 

 Khalifa Ladies Network/Khalifa Living  

Tel:  +971 50 908 7995 

Website:  www.khalifaliving.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Microchip and World Pet Register 

Abu Dhabi Ladies Coffee Mornings 

Hilton Corniche every Weds 10.00am-12 noon 

President:  Kay Bunney 

Tel:  +971(0)2 644 2177 

Website:  www.abudhabiladies.ae  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Microchip and World Pet Register 

Now that itôs starting to warm up for summer, Auskick has come to an end for this part 
of 2009. We intend restarting in late September, depending on how quickly it cools 

down. If you are interested in joining us or receiving regular updates please contact 

Mike Tod at: abudhabiauskick@hotmail.com  

 

Auskick 

 

 

 

 

Triathlon for Beginners to Experienced 
  
Abu Dhabi has a new Triathlon Club called Triathlon Middle East or Tri M.E.  The club was started in December 
2008 by former World and Australian champion, Professional Athlete Mark Pringle.  Tri M.E. membership 
includes training programs for beginners to experienced athletes.  Mark is a fully accredited Australian Triathlon 
Coach.   If you are after general fitness or weight loss, this could be for you. 

Swimming at Raha International School  

Masters and Mini Masters Swimming ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ƛƴ Ŧǳƭƭ ǎǿƛƴƎ ŀǘ wŀƘŀ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴ YƘŀƭƛŦŀ /ƛǘȅ Ψ!ΩΦ  bƻǘ 
far the Khalifa City Police station.  The swimming is again guided under Mark Pringle who is a qualified level 1 
swimming coach.  As well as his qualifications and experience above, Mark was the triathlon swim director for 
the Sydney 2000 Olympics, the Brisbane 2001 Goodwill Games and now the Gold Coast 2009 World Triathlon 
/ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎΦ aŀǊƪΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǊŦ ƛǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻughout the swimming 
fraternity which spans almost 40 years. 
 
Mark is keen to pass on his experience and expertise. For more info go to: www.triathlonmiddleeast.com  or 
email on mark@triathlonmiddleeast.com or Tel:  050 660 3095 

 

Get into swimming this summeréé  

 

mailto:Jay@abudhabifalcons.com
http://www.abudhabifalcons.com/
http://www.uae.embassy.gov.au/
http://smartraveller.gov.au/
http://www.orao.dfat.gov.au/
http://www.ausbg.net/
http://www.khalifaliving.com/
http://www.abudhabiladies.ae/
http://www.triathlonmiddleeast.com/
mailto:mark@triathlonmiddleeast.com
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 Jordan ð Petra and the Dead  Sea 
 

Looking for places to go for a short break?  Consider Jordan, and mor e particularly Petra and the Dead Sea.  

 
Alf and I took up such an opportunity recently.  We simply contacted Etihad Holidays  who arranged everything for us ð return flights 

from Abu Dhabi to Amman, transport between the airport and hotels and accommodation  at the Marriot in both Petra and the Dead 

Sea.  A complete carefree weekend is what we wanted and what we got.  

 

So what were the highlights?   Well, the first surprise was the lovely cool air when we got out at the airport in Amman.  It had to be 10 

degre es cooler than the 40+ temperature we left behind us 3 hours earlier in Abu Dhabi.   So, you can expect a more Mediterranean -

type climate.  We were met as arranged and driven to Petra ð 300 kms away - which gave us time to take in a sense of the place ð th e 

phosphate and potash mines and operations, olive trees and herds of sheep, goats and camels and Bedouin tents.  As we neared the 

village of Petra, we were reminded that in winter it often snows in Jordan and that the village transforms into a winter wond erland.  

This was not difficult to imagine as you came across the 1,000 metres plus mountains in front of you, completely devoid of an y trees, 

but with a crisp alpine feel as we alighted from the car at our first Marriot Hotel.  Not as classy as the Movenp ick in the middle of 

town in the valley below, but after being greeted by the very friendly and helpful staff and walking through the lounge to a deck 

overlooking the pool, there was no comparison when you took in the magnificent panoramic view of the mult i-pink coloured mountains.  

At first, it was difficult get a perspective, until you looked down into the valley below and saw specks, being goats and she ep herded by 

Bedouin women in thobes  and hattas .  And then there were the amazing sunsets which mimicke d some of the colours pinks and blues in 

the rock ð almost the best weõve ever seen - to be enjoyed as you sipped on a cocktail or a glass of wine during the Sunset Hour.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The hotel itself was a nice and suitable contrast to the first on e ð large, well laid out with a wonderful view across the Dead Sea to 

Israel approximately 18 kms on the other side.  Of course we wasted no time in making our way down to the man -made gravel beach and 

the sea front to do what all come to the Dead Sea to d o....experience the sensation of floating in water that is almost nine times 

saltier than the Mediterranean.    Our impression?  Very salty, tastes terrible, stings like crazy if you have any little scr atch and has a 

slightly oily feel to it.   Once youõre used to that, itõs the weirdest feeling to be able to float on your stomach flat out with your legs 

bent up at the back ð almost like being on a boogy board but without the board!  We didnõt partake in the mud bath and instead, left 

the many Eastern Europ eans to indulge, wearing little else than the mud, if you get my drift....  After our short burst in the water ð 

enough time to take the obligatory photo ð we made our way to one of the four swimming pools only to find that floating was not quite 

the same. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tips:   Take thongs ς the gravel beach is very hard on the feet ς and make sure when you leave your driver after being picked up from the 
airport in Amman and dropped at your first hotel, that you organise the time for your transfer to the next hotel. If you are travelling on 
Ozzie passports, you can pick a visa at the airport on arrival.  Have the right currency, though.     Other than that, you are sure to have a 
stress-free good time thanks to Etihad Holidays. 

 

 

 

 

Early next morning and wanting to avoid th e crowds and the midday heat, we 

took the hotel bus down the mountain to the entrance to the ancient city of 

Petra.  Built by the Nabatean Arabs 2,000 years ago and over a period of 

time, and subsequently influenced by the Greeks, Egyptians and Romans, it is 

set amongst the narrow gorges ( siqs) of multi -pink coloured rocks we looked 

down upon the night before.  It then opens into vast areas or valleys.  We 

made our way down through one of the siqs, admiring the tombs and the  

complicated    

 
complicated canalisation system along the way unt il we came upon what Petra is most famous for ð the wonderful facade of El Khazneh 

(the Treasury).  After taking copious photos, you then continue on further down the valley to see The Theatre and more tombs.   After 

spending a few hours in the area clamber ing around exploring some of the different sites, we made our way back on foot, choosing not 

to hire a ride on one of the very sorrowful and poorly cared -for donkeys.  

 

 

After enjoying another spellbound sunset while enjoying dinner, the following morning we were met and 

driven by car to the Dead Sea, via the Kingsõ road which makes it way over the Jordanian Highlights.  This 

route, which takes in the magnificent views and interesting Byzantine historical sites while enjoying the 

crisp, cool air, is much more interesti ng than the main highway.   After about 3 hours, we made our way down 

the escarpment to the Jordan Rift Valley and the Dead Sea.  No wonder our ears were popping, as we went 

from a high point of 1,500 metres above sea level to 420 metres below sea level in  a matter of 30 minutes.  

Following the bottom of the valley, with its market  gardens set against the escarpment backdrop on one side 

and the Dead Sea on the other, we arrived at our second Marriot Hotel.  

 

 

   

As the sun was setting, we once again found 

ourselves enjoying another drink overlooking, this 

time, the Dead Sea.   A lovely way to end the day 

and prepare for our flight back the following day to 

Abu Dhabi from Ammanõs Queen Alia International  

Airport, only an hour away by pre -arranged 

transport.  
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Where: Third Avenue, Hotel Sheraton Khalidiya, corner of Electra and 26th streets 

 

When:  Thursday 4 May June 6.30pm onwards (happy hours end at 7.00pm but prices are still good). 

  

Also, pencil in your diary the following dates for the rest of the year:  2 July, 6 August, 3 September, 1 

October, 5 November, and 3 December. 

 

Contact Anna for further details on aussiedrinks@aussies-abroad.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

last drinks of the year.  For further details, contact Anna at contact@aussies-abroad.com 

 

Monthly Aussie Drinks 

 

ñAussies-Abroad 

core values are 

Sharing, Caring and 

Cultural 

Understandingò 

Forth coming events ð dates for  your diary  

Coffee morning this month will be held on Thursday 18 June with venue to be advised. 

 

Events are from 10.00am to 12.00 noon at a cost of AED 10 per person. 

 

Please call Louise Jones to RSVP and if you need any further information on 050 4929 462 or would like 

to host an Aussies Abroad Coffee Morning.  Not only is it a lot of fun, but it would be greatly appreciated. 

We will reimburse you of any costs involved. 

 

 

Monthly Coffee Morning  

 

 

 

  

Artsie Aussie 
The arts scene sl ows down dramatically during  summer for obvious reasons and there's no 

entertainment during the month of Ramadan. I'll send whatever updates  I receive  whenever I can 

(incommunicado for a few weeks) from Oz. Look out for MEIFF - Middle East International Fi lm 

Festival - in October.  

 

Register with our Aussies Abroad Committee member, Anna, stating your area(s) of  interest and 

membership number at artsregister@aussies-abroad.com  she will send you details  of  arts events on a 

regular basis when things get going again in October.  

 

Dinner this month will be on Friday 19 June at 7.30pm at Al Bathna Restaurant, Abu Dhabi OfficersΩ /ƭǳō. 
 
Price is AED 125 per head (and kids under 10 years receive a 50% discount).  This includes all taxes and surcharges 
but beverages, non alcoholic, are extra. If you would like to enjoy a stronger beverage before or after dinner, you 
can do so at the Taverna which is one level above on the opposite side of the Club entry.  
 
RSVP Peter Chadwick on 050 8697948 by Wednesday 17 June 2009. 
 
Peter promises you a wonderful experience, especially if you have never been to the OfficersΩ Club before. Arrive 
early and take some time to walk through and enjoy the military museum and other displays throughout the Club.  
Alternatively, spend some time in the Caracal shooting range or the bowling alley. 
  
The Armed Forces Officers Club is the large bronze coloured building on your left just as you come off the Mussafa 
Bridge heading into Abu Dhabi and on the right, heading out of Abu Dhabi.  Just follow the signs as it is on the 
opposite side of 30th street from the Zayed Mosque.  
 
See you there and bring your appetite!! 

Monthly Aussie Dinner 

 

 

mailto:aussiedrinks@aussies-abroad.com
mailto:contact@aussies-abroad.com
mailto:artsregister@aussies-abroad.com
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 Sponsorship and Benefits 

 

 

Major Sponsors 

 

Raffle prizes 
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For more information about our generous sponsors visit the Aussies-Abroad website: 

www.aussiesabroad-abudhabi.com.  

 

Sponsorship opportunities are available to interested companies wishing to be associated with Aussies-Abroad.  For more information 
contact the Public Relations Officer, Tony Palladino at pr@aussies-abroad.com 

 

Aussies-Abroad has secured benefits from the following sponsors for members. 

Discounts are offered to registered Aussies-Abroad members. 

 
                           *  DHL (30%)                       * Agatha Jewellery - Al Wahda Mall (10%)  

                             *  Sharanis Spa (10%)          * Cyclone Tours (20%) 

                             *  GMP (10%)                     * Reem (10%)  

Sponsorship and Benefits 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

  

  

 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

Door Prizes 

 

 

 

http://www.aussiesabroad-abudhabi.com/
mailto:pr@aussies-abroad.com
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Member services and lots more  

Employment opportunities 

Exchange market 

 

With the Aussies-Abroad Newsletter having a wide membership base, good circulation and even a wider 
network, this might just be the place to promote yourself for employment (Aussies Abroad members only) or 
advertise for vacancies and find that right person.  Contact Helen Organ at newsletter@aussies-abroad.com for 
further details. 
 

Exchange Mart is a service for Aussies Abroad members.  To place your add, contact Helen at  
newsletter@aussies-abroad.com.  Advertisements must be with her before the 21st of the month. 

 

 
 
 
 
Job Reference number: DB 577131   

   
*Excellent Work Opportunity*                   *Challenging New Position*                        *High Profile & Strategic*  

 
Our client is the Sydney based New South Wales (NSW) Department of State and Regional Development (DSRD). DSRD delivers programs 
�D�Q�G���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���W�K�D�W���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���W�K�H���1�6�:���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���W�R���Z�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���I�R�U���1�6�:�����D�Q�G���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\���D�Q�G���S�U�R�G�X�Ftivity of 
the NSW economy. It works to attract significant investment projects to NSW and other business opportunities that have the potential to 
�E�H�Q�H�I�L�W���W�K�H���6�W�D�W�H�¶�V���H�F�R�Q�R�P�\���D�Q�G���S�U�R�P�R�W�H���6�\�G�Q�H�\���D�Q�G���1�6�:���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\�� 
 

As part of an exciting phase of international development, a new Representative Office will be opening in Abu Dhabi, U.A.E in 
mid 2009.  To lead and direct the operations of this office, DSRD is actively looking to appoint a high calibre Senior 
Representative to be based in this location. 

wŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 5{w5Ωǎ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΣ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ aŀǊƪŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŀŘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ {ȅŘƴŜȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƴ 
ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴƛƴƎ b{²Ωǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀŘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
leveraging strategic relationships with key businesses and trade connections will be critical as well as your ability to identify 
suitable inbound investment and other business opportunities for NSW.  This position will also assist in managing projects 
aimed at identifying opportunities to promote economic development and growth for NSW. Prioritising industries and 
markets for export ventures will also be imperative, as well as working closely with universities and other educational 
institutions to promote NSW as an educational, business and tourist destination.  

To qualify, you will need to have a degree in a relevant discipline with extensive expertise in local trade and investment and 
international business. In addition, you will need to be able to demonstrate established connections with key stakeholders in 
both international trade and government agencies. You will need to have a good understanding of the NSW business 
environment, including a working knowledge of relevant Government policies, procedures and legislation. Suitable applicants 
will be self starters, have excellent communication and interpersonal skills and have the ability to work with management 
and government officials at the highest levels.  

 
Please contact Niall Pattle at Hudson on 00971 4705 0330 for a confidential discussion. Alternatively, email your resume 
niall.pattle@jobs.hudson.com quoting reference DB577131 in the subject line.    Closing date:  11 June 2009. 

Your interest will be treated in strict confidence and only shortlisted candidates will be notified.  

Privacy Statement:  Data collected will be used for recruitment purposes only. Personal data provided will be used strictly in accordance with the relevant 

data protection law and Hudson's personal information and privacy policy.  

 

Australia, NSW Government Office, Senior Representative, Abu Dhabi, UAE 
 

 

 

Hudson is a global, regional and local leader in recruitment and HR consulting solutions. We work with 
our clients to attract, engage, develop and retain the best people. The company strives continuously 
for innovation and operational excellence. Locally and internationally, we offer an environment where 
our employees can learn, perform at their best and enjoy developing their careers. 

 


