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Sal am, G’ day.
Making friends all the way

Message from the editor

The cooler autumn weathédras certainly brought out the socialttlerfliesin allof us
with our presence being felt at camel raaaganized by the Emirates Heritage GlABL
football matches, crickeindtheS @Sy i F2 NJ g KA OK | tdlbibiNde f
CuZ aGKS NI OS I, kddiat theRogal MeridlerbyyAusBGir2agséciation

Special Interest Articles: with Allied Pickfords

x Rajasthan, AT YR GKFGQa 06ST2NB 4SS ail NIAusigAbrodii A @A i
lhgeo Committee.

The highlight of the month was th&Night under the staisat the Intercontinental Hote
largely organized by Colleen wikhS NJ f A Gt S KSt LISNA ® .2
perfect night, with crystal clear skies, just the hint of a breeze, great music supplied
our disk jockey, ChalkieAdded to this waa wonderful settingdelicious buffetand
donated dinner pries thanks to the management and staff at theercontinental A
great surprise and much appreciated by all was the donation by GMP of some grea

champagne and Aussie wise

Individual Highlights:

Community Noticeboard 2

Forthcoming events 4
There was also a great roll up at the monthly drinks in NovemberAvitra and her

=PETERIEN EME BETEis 5 husband, John, livening things up with a quiizh lucky winners walking away with ver

Member Services 6 exclusiveAussiesAbroadT-shirts.

Aussies-Abroad Committee Keeping up the momentum and ntii disappoint you, this month we have onomonthly
member profiles 7 drinks on 4 Decembent the HiltonHotel and the very populaEhristmas Partpn the
Inside Aussies-Abroad 8 beach at The Clubn 16 Decembefor family and friends Santa will beaking time out o

his busy schedule to visit the kid€heck outletailsfurther on in the newsletter

So, enjoy your December 28@ussiesAbroadNewsletter,including an account of a trig
Alf and | did to Rajasthahat we hopegets the travel bug in you goingndfrom the
AussiesAbroadCommittee membershave a wonderfylsafe and happy festive season
with family and friends

Cheers

Helen Organ

AussiesAbroadNewsletter Editor

OO



Monthly Newsletter

Community Noticeboard

Australian Travel Advice and Embassy News
Passport Applications

New passport application forms were introduced on 1 July 2008, with the Australian Passport
Office ceasing to accept old application forms from 1 October 2008. If you are in possession of a
valid Australian passport or one that expired less than 12 months ago, you are encouraged to use
the streamlined renewal process to replace your passport. Visit www.passports.gov.au or call 131
232 to get a pre-printed renewal form. A full application form must be used if your passport
expired more than 12 months ago. For further details go to http://smartraveller.gov.au.

AusBG

AusBG is the official business group representing the Australian business community in Abu
Dhabi. Established over two years ago, with the support of the Australian Embassy, AusBG has
over 190 members. For more details about AusBG, email office@ausbgnet or visit the website at

www.ausbg.net.

Auskick

Auskick has started for 2008. We have a regular attendance of about 18 kids of ages 4-12, and
they and the parents have a great time. We are trying to support the Falcons at their games and
will be providing an opportunity for Kids to come and play Auskick at half time. So families
should feel free to bring the kids to the Falcons games, as well as the regular Friday sessions at 10
am at the helipad on Karamah Street.

Contact Mike at auskick@aussiesabroad.comfor further details or if you need a map of the
location and/or want your name added to the mailing list about forthcoming activities.

AFL in Abu Dhabi

The Abu Dhabi Falcons i the AFL Club here in Abu Dhabi i is looking for players and
sponsors. For more information, contact Mick Uberti at mickuberti@abudhabifalcons.com or
mobile: +971 50 9027583 or visit the website at www.abudhabifalcons.com.

Abu Dhabi women
New to the UAE or arriving soon and wanting to meet other like-minded women? Contact:

Abu Dhabi Ladies Coffee Mornings

Hilton Corniche every Weds 10.00am-12 noon
President: Kay Bunney

Tel: +971(0)2 644 2177

Website: www.abudhabiladies.ae

Khalifa Ladies Network/Khalifa Living
Tel: +971 50 908 7995
Website: www.khalifaliving.com

Feline Friends

Feline Friends Homing and Fostering currently has 60 healthy, sterilized, vaccinated, wonderful
cats and kittens desperately seeking a loving, permanent adoptive home. Please help us find
homes for our existing cats so we can shelter those needing to come in from homes, vet clinics and
the streets. Please encourage friends, family and clients to call Feline Friends Homing and
Fostering on 050 823 1569 to adopt a cat.

Also check out our website at www.felinefriendsuae.com for further information.
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AThe
in Abu Dhabiencourags

Austr a

all Australians living or
travelling overseas to
register with the
Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade by
visiting
www.orao.dfat.gov.au

ATheAussiesAbroadis
a community based
organisation dedicate(
to the promotion of
Australian culture in th
UAE. 0

OF O


mailto:mickuberti@abudhabifalcons.com
http://www.abudhabifalcons.com/
https://www.passports.gov.au/Web/index.aspx
http://smartraveller.gov.au/
http://www.orao.dfat.gov.au/
http://www.ausbg.net/
http://www.khalifaliving.com/
http://www.abudhabiladies.ae/
mailto:auskick@aussies-abroad.com

Aussies-Abroad Monthly Newsletter

Rajasthan, o Land of t he |

Just a mere three hours flying time from Abu Dhabi ~ with Etihad Airways is a wonderful
kaleidoscope of colour, sights, sounds , scents and exotic flavours - a country of geographical
contrast, people and history: Rajasthan, known in the British colonialismeraas t he oL
Kingsé of Moghuls, Hindu Rajputs, Muslim overlords . And today, inhabited by a fair share of
Indads one billion plus popul ati on

Alf and | stayed in some amazing havelis (many of which have been restored as hotels) , hunting
and wildli fe lodges and palaces, the piece de resistance being the Laxmi Niwas Palace in

Bikaner. Also alot of fun was the camel ride and dinner under the stars in the desert just

outside of Jaisalmer . You may be thinki ndgButbaieve uscitadhs ddi 1
- b e c a u swery tlaséte the Pakistan border and made more obviously so by the number  of
Indian military in the area all the more interesting.

And of course, what trip to India wouldn't be complete without a visit to the Taj Mahal in
Agra. Not technically Rajasthan, but not to be missed . No photo can do the Taj justice - an
exquisite building to match its romantic history .

We found the Indians of Rajasthan very friendly and accommodating , and although we were
putting our hands in our pocket dishing out Rupee for beggars and waiters, they were ~ much
more subtle about it and more gracioust han t he experience wedd h

To top it all off , what visit to India would be complete without the holy cow - an absolutely
quintessential pa rt of India. In amongst the criss -crossing, horn -blowing chaos of traffic -
pushbikes, camel and human-driven carts, motorbikes, tuk -tuks (2 stroke motorbikes with
tents on the back) , tractors, cars, trucks and buses - you have this dmeditating 6 cow, chewing
on make-believe cud (or more likely a plastic bag), oblivious to the world around it. Wed v e
where theydre not aPsefesingindttp liea sn grneen pasturésj they prefer to
sit amongst the fumes to keep the flies away!

Then the re was the uniqueness of Rajasthan dancing , performed by beautiful women in their
costumes of vivid blues, reds and oranges, to rhythmic sounds, the "stuck -up" camels, forlorn
donkeys, the vegetarian dogs with at least one lame leg from lying too close to the curb and a
moving motorbike, and pigs that are only eaten by the "unmentionable" cast which you could
understand after foraging in "unmentionable" garbage and open  sewerage systems which is
enough to put you off pork chops for ever!

And finally, there 's the sight you'd rather not remember...the scourge of the earth....plastic,
plastic and more plastic in every nook and cranny, including the stomachs of Holy Cows, birds
and other animals. Very sadé.

Would we go again? Certainly! Aftermuchresea r ch, we chose to do a
where we had the same driver and comfortable 4WD for the two weeks we were there, but

met up with different guides in the cities we visited. The only downside was there was a sense

of rushing through some ofthes i t es and more ti me spent vtowist!
outlets. A couple of times we chose to forego the guide, and instead, hired the self -guide
tapes which were excellent.

Check out: Responsible Travel www.responsibletravel.com , Trip Advisor www.tripadvisor.com ,
n \/{‘ The Rough Guide to India and Holy Cow! bySarah MacDonald.
A
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Forth coming events 0 dates for your diary

Christmas at TherCGhi Beach

What better way to spend an Abu Dhabi Christmas than with friends, family and Santa Claus at The Club on
the beach from 4.00pm to 8.30pnon Tuesday 16 Deember 2008with adults able to stay on if they wish.

Tickets: Adult Members AED 100(Children AED 50) Non-members AED 120 (Children AED 70)
Price includes a delicious Aussie style BBQand entrance to The Club for the event and activities for the

children. Children should wear swimming costumes but also have sports clothes IF they would like to try Rock
Climbing. Drinks are not included.

Please bring a presentwrapped with your child& name on it. Please don& spend more thanAED 100as
Santacandt be seen giving preference to any chil

Tickets will be availablefrom 5 Decemberthrough The Club, Australian Embassy, Louise Jones on
050 4929 462 and Tania Lawrie on 050 109 0396.

Tickets must be pre-purchased through the above outlets, as committee members will not be able to deliver
tickets. Prep-purchased tickets must also be presented to gain entry to The Club.

Monthly Aussie Drinks £ 33

Thursday, 4 December2008 from 7.00pn at Hemi ngwayo

Come and join us for the last drinks of the year. For further details, contact Anna at
aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com

\J

Monthly Coffee Mornings \C_J

Coffee Morning for December will be on 18 December at 10.00amY o u 6 | | probabl . ]

kiddies are drel eas e d douikewidl emaibyoutwishaldtailsfofdhe vertueh e fAAussiesAbroad

otherwise contact her at aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com. core values are
Sharing, Caring an

Monthly Family Activity Cultural

The Family Activity for December will be the Christmas Party at The Club on 16 December. See Understandino

above for details.

Monthly Dinner

The Monthly Dinner for December will be the Christmas Party at The Club on 16 December. See
above for details.

Austeens

. . . . . N 2 0 lajas
Hi to all Aussie teenagers in Abu Dhabi . We have had some great ideas coming into us from ? P‘
you guys and in the next newsletter, weoll be nh

However, we can always do with some more ideas so send Kim and Kev an email at

kimfenkart@yahoo.com and give them your suggestions.

o le
Yo'ul e
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Sponsorship and Benefits

x Etihad airways Sl=ill

x Meat and Livestock Australia (MLA) , SLIT
. | | -

ETIHAD

x Leightons

x DBI Designs mla

MEAT & LIVESTOCK AUSTRALIA

x Paspaley Jewellery

PASPALEY

x Fosters
Hoe e v//,,,,,///,,//,‘,,,/, i the wworld EALE'GHTON
, B

l“\ NV NV xumze”

N migation
vV SMATS M_) For all your Australian finance, taxation,
V A"Ied PiCkade e ek property and migration requirements.
V Al Tamimi and Company LLIED
V Emirates Link Group & ‘Ha{lmps'  COMPANY oot =0

The Careful Movers” Adracater & Legal nt A .

AussiesAbroadhas secured benefits from the followingponsors for members.

DHL (30%) Agatha Jewellery- Al Wahda Mall (10%)
Sharanis Spa (10%) Cyclone Tours (20%)
GMP (10%)

Discounts are offered to registeredussiesAbroad members on presentation of
membership cards

OF O

For more information about our generous sponsors visit the AussiesAbroadwebsite:
www.aussiesabroad-abudhabi.com.

Sponsorship opportunities are available to interested companies wishing to be associated with Aussies
Ahroad
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Member services

The AussiesAbroad Committee is keen to improve services to members and is currently
offering the following:

Employment opportunities

o
With the Aussies-Abroad Newsletter having a wide membership base, good circulation and even a wider Q‘% f
network, this might just be the place to promote yourself for employment (Aussies-Abroad members only) or (\ |7 &

advertise for vacancies and find that right person. Contact Helen Organ at aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com for ﬁ (%
further details. /, L

Exchange market

FOR SALE

1 x General Electric washer top load 7.5kg Model 1127WISR309DT (Service Centre is
located near Abu Dhabi) - AED 500

2xlkeabl ue cor ner,lammandictdir-eAEDH200 d e s k
Shadows- cream curtains (3 sets with black out) i AED 500

I keachildren's plastic table and 4 chairs -AED 50

All available 18 December in excellent to very good condition.

Contact: Jo on Mobile: 050 3120253

With an ever larger populace of Aussies arriving in Abu Dhabi, or sadly leaving, there
opportunity to provide members with a free exag®service. A section where they can
advertise for either items they need to buy or delikase contact the editor, Helen Organ
aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.cdfryou would like to participate.

Artsie Aussie

Aussies-Abroad is introducing an arts register - Artsie Aussie - for members interested
in the arts. You don't have to  be a serious art/music lover or culture vulture to register.

If you like going to concerts, exhibitions, galleries, museums, films and plays, Artsie
Aussie is for you.

Anna Rogan will be coordinating the register, sending details of arts events to those who
have signed atpo-way procdss,"lshe sagse"I'm expecting contributions

from members - news of events I'm not aware of, suggestions and recommendations. The
info will then be collated and circulated to all on ~ my mailing list.

"Once we get Artsie Aussie  going, we can arrange small-group visits to certain events,
so that members who have nobody to go with need not go solo."

Anna will be away for three weeks in December/Ja  nuary but let & get started by
registering. State your area/s of interest and membership number by sending her an
email at aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com
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Aussies -Abroad Committee Member Profiles

Many of you would know Marion from her high
profile involvement in organizing and MGing the very
successful Inaugural Australian Ball held at the Hilton
Hotel in June earlier this year.

Marion , in what part of Australia did you grow
up? fi was born and grew up in beautiful Melbourne .0

What made y ou decide to come to Abu Dhabi?

fl visited Abu Dhabi in February 2007 to deliver some
training to Regional Embassies On arrival, | just had a
really nice feeling about the place and thought it would be
an ideal posting for myself and my daughter. When the
First Secretary and Consul for the Australian Embassy
position was advertised, | applied for the position and was
lucky enough to be selected.0

How long have you been here? il have been here

since January this yean .

What do you like about Abu Dhabi? fi like the feel
of being in a town that is going through a very exciting
period in development. | love my job and am very
fortunate to have excellent colleagues and staff. | like the
ease of living here (minus the road issues). | particularly
like the broad range of people you meet here.o

What do you miss about Australia ? A miss the
footy (Go Blues), | miss my family, | miss thunder and rain
and Sundayso

What advice can you give newcomers to Abu
Dhabi ? fEmbrace the experience It is a fascinating place
and culture. Accept the differences and enjoy the whole
experience. Get out and meet people and dond become a
bad driver just because everyone else is, otherwise you will
pay when you get home. And of course as Consu| | would
strongly urge all Australians to register on-line with the
Embassy www.orao.gov.au - you never know when you
might need us or we might need to contact you. 0

OF O

Louise has been the first welcoming and friendly face from
AussiesAbroad many of you have met on arrival, having been
largely responsible for organizing the great coffee mornings
and family activities.

Louise, where did you grow up in Australia?
fiShellharbour NSW in my childhood, but Darwin NT has a
place in my heart now. | was in Darwin for 17 years & | loved
it. | traveled all over it providing dental care to indigenous
kids. My children were born there, we have a beautiful house
there. My family have a Mango farm 2 hours down the track! 0

What made you decide to come to Ab u Dhabi?

fWe wanted to travel. The opportunity came up with Connell
Wagner Consulting Engineers to come to Abu Dhabi. So first |
looked it up in the atlas - NO IDEA! Like most | knew where
Dubai was but not Abu Dhabi. It looked like an exciting place
to be, something different and a chance of adventure. We
wanted a doorstop to Europe for more travel and adventure. 0

How long have you been here ? fiEighteen months,
with one month travelling Rhodes, Athens, Croatiaand Rome.
One month back in Oz,

What do you like about Abu Dhabi? fi B1a quick hop
into Europe. Even quicker into Egypt and Oman. | love The
Club. | love hummus and tabbouli, and the reasonable cost of
eating out here. | LOVE the home delivery of "everything"
here. Domestic help is cheap and FAB. | like the diversity of
the people. The opportunities like concerts and art exhibitions.
My kids are really happy at school and with their dancing and
iceskating and numerous other a

What do miss about Australia? firhe freedom! To walk
in gym clothes, to walk without staring, the beaches that are
cool and clean, the lack of crowds, the lack of traffic
congestion. My friends. My house, particularly my verandah
and BBQ at sunset with good wine. My dogs. Parking. Courtesy
on the roads. The easiness of everything.

What advice can you give newcomers to Abu
Dhabi? fAccept what is great about this city 7 dond dwell on
what®& not. There is a lot on offer - go and find what works for
you and your family. TRAVEL as much as you can. Get out
there and meet as many people as you can. The diversity of
the expat community here is one of the bonuses.
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Inside
Aussies-Abroad

AussiesAbroad
PO Box 53796
Abu Dhabi UAE

President: Mohanned Hourani
Tel: 055 781 5807

Web:
www.aussiesabroad-abudhabi.com

Email: aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com

Sal am, G¢
Making friends
all the way

Advertising opportunities

If your company would like to
advertise with Aussies-Abroad,
there are a range of options on offer.
Please contact Public Relations
Officer, Tony Palladino for more
information and details
aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com

Note i about our Newsletter
Please feel free to circulate our
Newsletter to all your friends and
colleagues.

AussiesAbroad regrets that it cannot accept
liability for error or omissions contained in this
publication, however caused. The opinions and
views contained in this publication are not
necessarily those of Aussies-Abroador the editor(s)
of this Newsletter, nor does AussiesAbroad
necessarily endorse the use of any products or
services appearing in any paid advertisements.
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Aussies-Abroad Membership

Are you a financial member of
AussiesAbroad? Chances are that
if you havenot
newsletter personally delivered to
your email address, you have a
good AussiesAbroad member for
a friend who has passed it on to
you to encourage you to join.

And why not?

As well as the benefit of receiving
your own copy of the monthly
AussiesAbroad newsletter
delivered to your PC, you will also
be entitled to:

9 generous discounts from
supporting service providers

9 invitations to Aussie social
functions, dinners, drinks and
family activities

9 Member ID card (can be used
to receive special discounts)

T Member so
WWW.aussiesabroad-
abudhabi.com website

ar ea

9 Exclusive opportunities to
advertise, view company
appointments / vacancies on
offer and contribute to the
exchange section. See details
for these items under Member
Services.

To join up, you can access the
membership form on-line at
www.aussiesabroad-abudhabi.com
or speak to any of the committee
members.

Membership fees are as follows:

1 Individual fee: Dhs75 per
person***

1 Family fee Dhs100 per family

*k*k

Please note: Membership cards can
be collected at all AussiesAbroad
functions. Just ask for Eddy either
at a drinks night, a dinner function
or at the coffee mornings.

If you are a financial member but
are not getting the monthly
newsletter, please contact Eddy at
aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com with
your preferred or updated email
address.

As we are a not-for-profit
organization, any money left in our
bank accounts at the end of the year
above our operating costs will be
donated to a selected charity.

*** Membership fees are now
due. Contact Eddy at
aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com

Newsletter Contributions

We welcome any of our members to
contribute articles of general interest to the

AussiesAbroadNewsletter.

Just send your story to the editor, Helen
Organ, at aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com by

21st of each month.

please email us at

Please note:If you are no longer in the UAE
and wish to unsubscribe to the newsletter,

aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com.
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